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General 


UN Envoy Condemns Assassination of PLO Leader 
OW'221945 Beijing XINHUA in English 1858S GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] United Nations, April 22 (XINHUA}—The 
recent assassination of Palestinian leader Khalil al-Wa- 
zir was “an elaborately planned act of terrorism and 
political conspiracy * said Chinese Ambassador Ding 
Yuanhong at an urgent Security Council meeting today. 


The Chinese ambassador said that the assassination was 
aimed at undermining the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation (PLO) and the Palestinian national cause, partic- 
ularly the anti-Israel struggle of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories. 


The meeti 3 was opened yesterday to consider the situ- 
ation arici.g from the murder of Khalil al-Wazir (a!so 
known as Abu Jihad), deputy commander-in-chief of the 
PLO armed forces, in Tunis last Saturday. 


Ambassador Ding stressed that although the conspiracy 
to kill Abu Jihad has succeeded, the plotters will never 
have their way in defeating the cause of the Palestinian 
people. “Those who are bent on using terrorism to put 
down the just struggle of the Palestinian people will find 
their design backfire and eat their own bitter fruit in the 
end,” he warned. 


He said the Israeli authorities must be responsible for the 
murder, as was indicated by the results of an investiga- 
tion conducted by the Tunisian Government as well as 
the important statement made by the Tunisian foreign 
minister at the Security Council yesterday. 


The Chinese Government and people resolutely support 
the Palestinian people’s just struggle for their national 
rights, said Ding, adding that the Security Council 
should take necessary steps to prevent the Israeli author- 
ities from conducting similar actions in the future. 


United States & Canada 


XINHUA Notes New U.S. Gulf Escort Policy 
OW 241323 Beijing XINHUA in English 0713 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[“U.S. Expands Gulf Escort Policy’—XINHUA head- 
line] 


[Text] Washington, April 22 (XINHUA)}—The United 
States has decided to expand its Gulf escort policy to 
allow U.S. warships to aid neutral merchant ships under 
attack, a press report said today. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Currently, the U.S. Navy in the Gulf only provides 
protection for 11 Kuwaiti oil tankers flying the American 
flag sailing through the waterway against possible Ira- 
nian attacks. 


The report quoted U.S. Administration officials as say- 
ing the new U.S. policy is armed at deterring Iranian 
attacks against Gulf shipping and is a direct result of the 
mining of a U.S. frigate and Monday's conflict between 
the U.S. and Iranian forces. 


On Monday, the U.S. Navy destroyed two Iranian oil 
platforms in the southern Gulf after a mine allegedly laid 
by Iran was struck by the frigate U'SS Samuel Roberts on 
April {4. 


Under the new policy, the officials said, if a U.S. warship 
observed Iranian attacks on merchant ships that weren't 
flying the Stars and Stripes, it would have the authority 
to intervene. 


But they did not say when the administration intended 
to implement the new policy. 


Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, 
Democratic Representative Les Aspin of Wisconsin, 
confirmed that the new policy had been discussed today 
between the administration and Congress. 


He said the policy would “enable U.S. Navy ° essels to 
defend themselves fully and to take appropriate action to 
deal with specific circumstances.” 


Aspin declined to discuss specifics of the new policy, 
which he said were classified. 


The United States beefed up its strength in and near the 
Gulf last summer to allow | 1 Kuwaiti tankers to fly U.S. 
flags and to extend military protection to them in the 
waterway where Iran and Iraq have attacked merchant 
vessels in their eight-year war. 


The Pentagon said yesterday that 13 U.S. warships, 
including the aircraft carrier Forrestal, will leave next 
week to relieve some of the U.S. fleet of nearly 30 ships 
now in the Gulf region. 


XINHUA ‘Roundup’ Views U.S. Presidential Race 
OW 241245 Beijing XINHUA in English 0722 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[““Roundup: U.S. Presidential Race Shapes Up as Bush 
vs. Dukakis” by Bao Guangren—XINHUA headline} 


[Text] Washington, April 21 (XINHUA) —The US. 
presidential election campaign is shaping up as a battle 
between Vice President George Bush for the Republican 
Party and Massachusetts Gove;nor Michael Dukakis on 
the Democratic side. Political observers expect that 
general election to be very close. 
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Dukakis beat black civi’ \ights leader Jesse Jackson in 
the April 19 New York State primary to become the 
Democratic front-runner, ending weeks of seesaw play 
with Jackson. 


New York State offers 275 delegates to the Democratic 
national convention this July in Atlanta, where the 
party's presidential nominee will be chosen. 


Unlike Bush, whu became the absolute front-runner on 
the Republican side after consistently defeating Senate 
Republican leader Robert Dole in recent primaries, 
Dukakis has traveled a long way on the primary road and 
has an unfinished task at hand. Bush is only 87 delegates 
short of the !,139 needed for nomination. 


The Democratic field was once crowded and riddled 
with scandal. Former front-runner Gary Hart dropped 
out after his relationship with a woman model was 
disclosed; Senator Joseph Biden was forced to quit due 
to repoiis of plagiarism. The eight-man field did not 
have a froni-runner and was reduced to three after more 
than two months of fierce battles since the February 8 
lowa caucus. 


With Senator Albert Gore of Tennessee suspending his 
campaign this afternoon but keeping his delegates, only 
Dukakis and Jackson remain in the race. 


Dukakis has | ,061 delegates so far, Jackson holds 841. 
Of the remaining 14 primaries or caucuses before the 
July party convention, Pennsylvania, California and 
New Jersey are the most pivotal. Pennsylvania carries 
178 delegates, California has 314 and New Jersey 109. 
Dukakis leads early polls in two of those states. 


Counting the 643 super delegates of the party's national 
committee members, governors and other elected offi- 
cials, most of whom are likely to vote for Dukakis, it is 
highly possible that Dukakis, who was !ittle known in the 
country several months ago, will be the Democratic 
nominee to challenge Bush. 


THE WASHINGTON POST said today that based on 
interviews with more than 30 campaign managers and 
consultants, including the top officials in the Bush and 
Dukakis campaigns, there is ‘“‘near-unanimous agree- 
ment” that the contest would be “tight.” 


Bush is known to all Americans. He has the opening 
advantage of an early grip on the nomination from an 
essentially united party. 


He can benefit from a rather sound economy, the Reagan 
heritage of lowering inflation and unemployment, nego- 
tiating new arms agreements with the Soviet Union and 
his experience in government and foreign affairs. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


However, staying for more than seven years under the 
tutelage of President Reagan, he has had littie in the way 
of his own record. His loyaliy to Reagan has earned him 
the bad reputation of “wimp” and the Iran-contra scan- 
dal is still shadowing him. 


Dukakis has even more troubles. His nomination is very 
likely but still not as assured as Bush's. Whether Jackson 
gives him the freedom to pick the kind of running mate 
he really wants is still a problem. 


Dukakis was unknown nationally six months ago after 
nine years as governor of Massachusetts. His only legacy 
is as the architect of the ““Massachusetts miracle,” and he 
u.cs his state as an example of the economic develop- 
ment, housing and education reforms he promises for the 
nation. 


His front-runner status has beer achieved not through 
overwhelming support, but through a general feeling 
among Democrats that “ho hum, there’s no one better.” 
Dukakis supporters are not as enth'*:astic as Jackson’s. 


Moreover, Dukakis has not demonstrated a strong lead- 
ership before and has not raised any issues that can touch 
the hearts of most Americans. 


The remaining months will be important for Bush and 
Dukakis to set out their programs and choose their 
running mates. 


RENMIN RIBAC on American Cigarette Lobby 
HK2504025788 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 
15 Apr 88 p 7 


[Article by Chen Feng (7115 1409): “Inside Story of the 
Huge Export of American Cigarettes’’} 


[Text] The U.S. State Department’s International Treaty 
Negotiation Hall was recently decorated at a cost of $2.2 
million, $1.2 million of which were provided by the 
American cigarette industry. The cigarette manufactur- 
ers have generously thanked the government for its 
vigorous helo in opening the door to Asian cigarette 
markets, wh ~4 iaas led to a doubling and redoubling of 
A mnerican c’ arcite exports. 


Because smok ‘ng can lead to diseases like lung cancer, 
the United St:.tes launched an anti-smoking campaign in 
1964. Over the past 20-odd years, it has scored such 
remarkable successes that the number of smokers has 
dropped by 17 million and sales of cigarettes have fallen 
drastically in the United States. Following the United 
States, anti-smoking campaigns have also been quite 
successful in Western Europe. As a result, the export of 
American cigarettes to Western Europe has also sunk 
into a slump. 


Seven large multinational cigarette manufacturing com- 
panies control 40 percent of the total supply on the 
world’s cigarette market. Of these, Philip Morris and two 
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other American companies are the most powerful. To 
remedy their situation, which has been one of shrinking 
profits each year, they have been trying by every possible 
means to seek the help of powerful and influential figures 
in the U.S. Government and Congress. 


At first, big American cigarette traders wanted to get a 
favorable position in the Japanese market, but Japan 
resisted. In 1986 the U.S. Cigarette Export Association 
asked President Reagan through the “back door’ to 
investigate Japan’s discriminatory trade practices. 
Meanwhile, Senator Jessie Helms also took advantage of 
his influential position to energetically run errands for 
the cigarette industry. He is not only a Republican 
Senator from [North] Carolina, which is a major tobacco 
producing area, but also chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. He once wrote a letter to Yasuhiro 
Nakasone, the then-prime minister of Japan, calling on 
Japan to allow American cigarettes to occupy 20 percent 
of the Japanese market within 18 months. However, 
Nakasone refused. At that point, the U.S. Government 
took a series of retaliatory measures against Japanese 
exports to the United States, including supercomputers, 
textiles, and car parts, eventually forcing Japan to yield 
to pressure in October 1986. A month later, the U.S. 
Government again used similar means to force Taiwan 
to throw open its doors to American cigarettes. 


South Korea has consistently followed a restrictive 
import policy toward foreign cigarettes. And so, Ameri- 
can tobacco traders asked influential government figures 
through the “back door’ to exert pressure on South 
Korea. At the end of last year, when investigating 
whether Michael Deaver, former White House deputy 
chiet of staff, was guilty o° dereliction of duty, the 
Congress and the Federal Court disclosed a secret: 
Deaver had accepted a bribe of $250,000 from Philip 
Morris Cigarette Company and had taken advantage of 
his talks with South Korean President Chon Tu-hwan in 
1986 to threaten South Korea, saying that that the 
United States would restrict the import of South Korea’s 
textiles in retaliation for the discrimination exercised by 
South Korea against American cigarettes. Sure enough, 
the U.S. Congress later approved a bill restricting the 
import of textiles. Although the bill was vetoed by 
President Reagan, this forced the South Korean author- 
ities to make concessions because they feit the pressures 
arising from the cigarette issue had impressive backing. 


The doors are now wide open. This is the glorious 
achievement attained by American cigarette manufac- 
turers with the close cooperation of the government. 


As a result, the cigarettes, which the Department of 
Health dissuades people from smoking because they are 
hazardous to health, have flowed like tidewater to the 
East as a legal drug. People in international medical 
circles have sharply criticized the United States for 
vigorously marketing in other countries the “lung can- 
cer” which it is trying hard to avoid itself. 
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U.S. Navy Launches 10th Trident Nuclear Sub 
OW 241214 Beijing XINHUA in English 0532 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Washington, April 23 (XINHUA)}—The US. 
Navy launched its 10th Trident nuclear-powered subma- 
rine, the USS Pennsylvania, today. 


The USS Pennsylvania is the second ship in its class to 
carry the more accurate Trident II missiles. Each of the 
24 missiles carries 10 nuclear warheads. The submarine 
is to have a crew of 154. 


‘This ship is part of the strongest military deterrent force 
ever assembled,” Representative Joseph M. McDade 
said at the launching ceremony at the Electric Boat 
Division of General Dynamics Corp. 


It was reported here that the Ohio Class Trident subma- 
rines are the largest and most powerful in the U.S. Navy 
fleet and are the heart of the U.S. sea-based nuclear 
deterrent. The submarines measure 560 feet long and 
displace 18,750 tons. 


The program was initiated in 1974. The first Trident 
nuclear-powered submarine, the Ohio, was commis- 
sioned in 1981. The U.S. Congress has approved funding 
for 15 submarines. 


During the launching ceremony, about 75 anti-war pro- 
testers demonstrated at the shipyard. 


Industrial Venture Planned With U.S. Company 
OW240325 Beijing XINHUA in English 0557 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Hong Kong, April 22 (XINHUA)—A sizable joint 
venture to manufacture industrial automation control 
products will be set up in Xiamen, China’s Fujian 
Province, later this year with half of its investment from 
Allen-Bradley Company, a subsidiary of the Rockwell 
International of the United States, it was learned here 
yesterday. 


The new joint venture will be called Allen-Bradley Enter- 
prises Xiamen Ltd. 


Construction of the factory block is now well under way 
in the Xiamen Special Economic Zone and the factory is 
expected to start operation in less than six months. 


At a cocktail party here to mark the opening of Allen- 
Bradley’s training center in Hong Kong, American pres- 
ident of the new joint venture John Butler toid the 
reporter that the American investor will share the six 
million U.S. dollar investment and economic gains 
evenly with their Chinese partners headed by the Xia- 
men Construction Development Company. 
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This is a significant step forward in the economic coop- 
eration between Allen-Bradley and its Chinese partners, 
he noted. 


“We realize China is a huge potential market,” he said. 


Allen-Bradley first established a marketing agency in 
Dalian in 1984 to distribute its products in China. 


It is learned that the company is also planning to set up 
four technical centers in Beijing, Shenyang, Shanghai 
and Xiamen. These centers wil! facilitate sales, market- 
ing and training services. 


Soviet Union 


Armenians March To Commemorate 1915 ‘Massacre’ 
OW250558 Beijing XINHUA in English 0537 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 25 (XINHUA) —Thousands of peo- 
ple marched through Armenian towns and hundreds 
more gathered in Moscow on Sunday to mark a 1915 
massacre and to remember the victims of the inter- 
ethnic rioting in Azerbaijan in February, according to 
reports reaching here today. 


The marchers, many of them women dressed in black, 
carried flowers in the annual procession to the “genocide 
monument” in Yerevan, capital of the Armenian Repub- 
lic. The monument was erected to commemorate the 1.5 
Million Armenians allegedly slain by the Turks. 


There were similar marches in several other Armenian 
towns and, for the first time, the traditional silent march 
also took place in the predominantly Armenian region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh in Azerbaijan, the reports said. 


Armenians claim the !915 killings reached a peak on 
April 24, but Turkey denies that a massacre took place 
that year. 


This year’s commemoration was supplemented by cere- 
monies in memory of those who died in ethnic riots in 
the Azerbaijani city of Sumgait in February. 26 Arme- 
nians were among the 32 people killed after after dem- 
onstrations in Yerevan by Armenians demanding the 
retuin of Nagorno-Karabakh, which has been a part of 
Azerbaijan since 1923. 


It was reported that in Yerevan a memorial bearing the 
inscription “Sumgait 1988” was erected by mourners 
next to the “gen cide monument. [single quotation mark 
as received] 


In Moscow, hundreds of people attended a church ser- 
vice at the capital's Armenian cemetery. Some of them 
later marched silently towards the city center, but were 
halted by police cars parked i “ross the road. No inci- 
dents were reported. 
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Qian Qichen on International Situation 
OW 240128 Beijing in Russian to the USSR 
1800 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] In a recent interview with a XINHUA correspon- 
dent, Qian Qichen, the new PRC minister of foreign 
affairs, dwelt on new developments in the international 
situation. Qian Qichen noted: Since the signing of the 
U.S.-USSR INF Treaty last December, U.S.-USSR rela- 
tions have begun to relax. However, this is merely the 
first step and there is a long way to go toward a radical 
nuclear arms reduciion. Relaxation and dialogue will go 
through a long, difficult, and unsteady process. Never- 
theless, relaxation is better than tension and dialogue is 
better than confrontation. The present international 
situation favors peoples of different countries stiving to 
preserve peace and development. We should use this 
favorable situation and further implement the indepen- 
dent peaceful foreign policy, develop broad international 
contacts and ties, make international activity work for 
the reform and development of foreign ties, and promote 
the cause of reunification of the motherland. 


Qian Qichen further said: Stratification of the world into 
several divisions is another important trend in the devel- 
opment of the present international situation. A trend of 
West European countries toward unification is distinctly 
increasing. At the same time, contacts between East 
European and West European countries are becoming 
more frequent. All these promote the development of 
peace forces in Europe. In Asia, the economic potential 
of Japan has grown, and it has become a rival of the 
United States. 


The development of the trend towards regional cooper- 
ation is another sign of world stratification into several 
divisions. Regional conferences of heads of states of 
Central America, Latin America, Africa, ASEAN, and 
the Gulf were convened lately. Developing countries 
discussed at these conferences questions of paths toward 
the settlement of local conflicts, regional cooperation, 
and debts. 


Qian Qichen also noted the increasing influence of the 
PRC which, with the furthering of the reform and the 
expansion of foreign ties, attracts increasing attention. 
He said that the 13th CPC Congress and the First 
Session of the Seventh NPC have received a warm 
response from the world. 


The majority of socialist countries are now implement- 
ing reforms. Qian Qichen regards this as another side of 
the present international situation. He notes: Socialist 
countries are furthering we cause of socialist construc- 
tion according to the concrete conditions of their coun- 
tries. Obstacles, difficulties, and zigzags are, of course, 
unavoidable on the path of reform. But reform, like an 
irrepressible flood, will go on and overcome difficulties. 
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Qian Qichen further said: During U.S.-Soviet detente 
local conflicts came to a dead end. It is difficult to 
achieve success by military means, and the voices for 
political normalization grow stronger every day. This 1s 
still another trend in the present international situation. 
Qian Qichen emphasized that the path to political nor- 
malization will be long and difficult, but political nor- 
malization needs a base. For example, UN Resolution 
No 598 is the basis for normalization between Iran and 
Iraq; the fair and rational solution of the Palestine 
question is the basis for normalization of the Middle 
East question; and an early withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from Afghanistan and Cambodia and providing 
possibilities for these two countries’ peoples to solve 
their problems by themselves and without foreign inter- 
vention is the basis for normalization of the Afghan and 
Cambodian questions. 


Qian Qichen sees world economic cataclysms as the fifth 
important factor in the present international situation. 
Serious disproportions in the Western economy and 
tremendous debts of the Third World countries are 
important factors for world economic instability. In this 
situation, protectionism again raises its head, and this 
will be unfavorable not only for the Third World, but for 
developed countries as well. 


Qian Qichen continued: The economic situation of the 
Asia-Pacific region is relatively good. It continues to 
develop at a high rate. It should be specially noted that 
the development of the PRC economy is attracting the 
attention of different countries. 


Northeast Asia 


Japanese Cabinet Members Visit Yasukuni Shrine 
OW 222336 Beying XINHUA in English 1745 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 (XINHUA) Five Japanese Cab- 
inet members took part in spring memorial services at 
Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine today, according to the 
KYODO NEWS SERVICE. 


The shrine, which ts associated with nationalistic fervor. 
is dedicated to the spirits of Japan's war dead, including 
those convicted after World War II as war criminals. 


At a press conference, one of the five Cabinet members, 
National Land Agency Director General Seisuke Okuno, 
said Japan is a country that worships the “ujigami” 
(deified common ancestors) as gods, and the Japanese 
people unify around the imperial house as the apex of the 
Ujigami. 


Okuno was quoted as saying “forty-three years have 
passed (since Japan’s surrender), and now 1s not the time 
to let the ghost of the occupation threaten us.” 
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According to KYODO, he denied that Japan was an 
aggressor in World War II and said it fought to protect 
itself at a time when the white race had turned Asia into 
a colony. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita did not visit the 
shrine this year, apparently to avoid stirring up feelings 
among Japan’s Asian neighbors, and Sosuke Uno said he 
would not visit it either in his capacity as foreign 
minister. 


Posts and Telecommunications Minister Masaaki Naka- 
yama Said he opposes the grouping together at the same 
shrine of convicted war criminals with soldiers who were 
victimized by them, KYODO said. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi said his schedule 
would not permit him to visit the shrine today, and he 
was quoted as saying the government would make no 
comment in regard to Cabinet members visiting the 
shrine on their own initiative. 


Attempt To ‘Reverse’ History 
OW 232210 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 
in Chinese 1223 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, 23 Apr (XINHUA}—Commentary: “The 
Crucial Point Resides in Trying to Reverse the Verdicts 
on the War of Aggression” 


[By] XINHUA reporter Liu Wenyu 


Seisuke Okuno, director general of Japan’s National 
Land Agency, not only paid homage at the Yasukuni 
Shrine yesterday in his capacity as a member of the 
Japanese Cabinet; he also took the opportunity to bra- 
zenly reverse the verdict on Japan's war of aggression. 
He even named names and said something very impolite 
to Chinese leaders. His deeds of going against the trend 
of history are intolerable. 


Talking to the press while paying homage at the Yasu- 
kuni Shrine, reports say, Okuno said: “Japan had never 
been an aggressive country,” and “it unleashed the war 
in order to protect its own security.” 


The Yasukuni Shrine is dedicated to the spirits of 
Japan’s war dead, including the notorious Hideki Tojo, 
the arch war criminal. The fact that Okuno should 
defend Japan's war of aggression while paying homage at 
the shrine is in itself utterly preposterous. 


It 1s not accidental that Okuno has said such preposter- 
ous things. He told the press after paying homage at the 
Yasukuni Shrine on 15 August 1986 that “The Japan- 
China war began with the Marco Polo Bridge incident in 
1937. At that time a cease-fire accord had been reached, 
but the war erupted because the CPC's Liu Shaogqi 
opened fire.’ This shows that preposterous ideas about 
the war are deeply ingrained in Okuno’s mind. 
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Defending the issue of paying homage at the Yasukuni 
sarine, Okuno said that it is “sad” that Japan has been 
“manipulated” by the words and deeds of Chinese 
leaders. In accordance with the spirit of the Sino-Japa- 
nese joint declaration and out of good will, Chinese 
leaders have indeed admonished Japan whenever Japan 
caused problems for China. It seems that Okuno takes 
offense at such admonishments. However, his apologia 
specifically proves that many people in Japan endorse 
the Chinese leaders’ view, and that is why Okuno feels 
very uncomfortable in the face of justice. 


If the war of aggression unleashed by Jayan cannot be 
correctly understood, then neither can the Sino-Japanese 
joint declaration be understood, nor Sino-Japanese rela- 
tuuons be handled correctly. Okuno’s remarks in this 
regard are a vivid example. Commenting on the Kokaryo 
issue On 15 February 1987, Okuno said China’s insis- 
tence that the Kokaryo belonged to the “People’s Repub- 
lic of China” “on the grounds that there is only one 
China” 1s “impractical.” This also applies to the text- 
book issue, he added, and “‘it is necessary for Japan to be 
decisive.” 


It is noteworthy that National Land Agency Director 
General Okuno’s words and actions are not an isolated 
case in Japan. Last year, the “Monument of Premier 
Zhou Enlai’s Memorial Poem” was ravaged, and two 
other monuments China gave Nagasaki City and Naga- 
saki Prefecture—the “Sculpture of the Maiden of Peace” 
and the “Monument Marking an End of Japan-China 
Hostilities’—as well as the “Monument of Japan-China 
Friendship” in Nagoya were smeared with paint one 
after anotier. Last month, the Chinese consul general in 
Fukuoka was shot at. This month, the Chinese general 
consulate in Osaka was harassed. All this shows that 
there are indeed a handful of rightists in Japan. 


While receiving Masayoshi Ito, a special envoy of Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Noburo T. keshita, on 19 April, 
Chairman Deng Xiaoping pointed out that Japan should 
beware of the activities of the extremely small number of 
people called the right-wing force. These people would 
become even more arrogant if their activities are han- 
dled too weakly. Such things seeme unimportant, but if 
they accumulate, they represent a tendency and a force 
that can undermine Sino-Japanese friendship. National 
Land Agency Director General Seisuke Okuno’s words 
and deeds in reversing the verdict of Japan's war of 
aggression show that Chairman Deng’s remarks are 
thought-provoking. 


Okuno ‘Dissatisfied’ With Deng 
OW 230016 Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 


2130 GMT 22 Apr 88 
[From the “News and Press Review” program] 
[Text] Five Japanese Cabinet members took part in the 


memorial services at the Yasukuni Shrine on 22 April, 
according to a dispatch from XINHUA-Tokyo, citing the 
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KYODO NEWS SERVICE. The: were the director 
general of the National Land Agency, minister of home 
affairs, director general of the Hokkaido and Okinawa 
Development Agencies, minister of justice, and minister 
of transport. The spring memorial services at the Yasu- 
kuni Shrine began on 21 April and will last for 3 days. 


According to another report by our station’s reporter 
(Chen Feng) from Tokyo, Seisuke Okuno, director gen- 
eral of the National Land Agency—who as an official, 
took part in the memorial services at the Yasukun1 
Shrine—expressed dissatisfaction with Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping at a -. April press conference in Tokyo. 
It is deplorable, he said, that all of Japan 1s ordered about 
by Deng Xiaoping’s words and deeds. He attacked 
China, saying that this socialist country has only a very 
superficial understanding of the Shinto religion. He said 
that it is right and natural for Japan to pay homage to 
those who laid down their lives in the war of aggression, 
adding that Japan's participation in the Pacific war was 
aimed at safeguarding national security, and that Japan 
is NOL an aggressive country. 


XINHUA Commentary on Visit 
OW'231544 Beijing XINHUA in English 1517 GMT 
23 Apr 8&8 


[““Commentary: The Verdict on Japan’s War of Aggres- 
sion Can Not Be Reversed” —XINHUA headline] 


[Text] Beijing, April 23 (XINHUA)}—Seisuke Okuno, 
director general of Japan’s National Land Agency, not 
only visited Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine yesterday in his 
cabinet member capacity, he also sought to reverse 
history's verdict on World War II, Japan's war of aggres- 
sion, a signed XINHUA commentary said today. 


Oxkuno told a press conference just after the visit to the 
Yasukuni Shrine that “Japan was not an aggressor in 
World War II,” and said, “it fought to protect itself at a 
time when the white race had turned Asia into a colony. 


XINHUA’s commentary written by Liu Wenyu pointed 
out that the Yasukuni Shrine, which 1s associated with 
nationalistic fervor, is dedicated to the spirits of Japan's 
war dead, including those convicted after World War II 
as war criminals. 


Okuno’s defense of the aggressive war waged by Japan is 
completely preposterous, the commentary said. 


While talking about objections to the visit to the Yasu- 
kuni Shrine by Japanese Government officials, Okuno 
said it is sad that Japan has been manipulated by the 
words and deeds of Chinese leaders. 


The commentary called Okuno’s words counter to his- 
torical truth and intolerable to the Chinese people 
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The commentary said, if the aggressive war Japan 
launched in World War I! is not correctly understood, it 
will be impossible to adopt a correct attitude toward 
Sino-Japanese relations. 


Okuno’s speech is an illustration of such a misunder- 
Standing, the commentary said. 


RENMIN RIBAO 24 Apr Commentary 
HK240808 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 
24 Apr 88 p 6 


{Commentary by correspondents Sun Dongmin (1327 
2639 3046) and Yu Qing (0060 7230): “Whose Arro- 
gance Is Mr Okuno Boosting?”’] 


[Text] Tokyo, 23 Apr—On 22 April, the members of an 
Orgenization calling itself “Assembly for Everyone To 
Pay Homage at the Yasukuni Shrine” yet again went to 
pay homage 2t this shrine, where memorial tablets for 
arch war criminals are installed. Those paying homage 
included a serving member of the Cabinet who yet again 
took the opportunity to reverse the verdict on the war of 
aggression and also to make a deliberate attack on China. 
This person was Seisuke Okuno, director general of 
Japan's National Land Agency. 


According to press reports here, Okuno attended the 
veremony in the capacity of a “minister of state.” He 
openly defended the war of aggression in the past, saying: 
“At the time, the white race had turned Asia into a 
colony and Japan fought in order to preserve its security, 
and was not an aggressor state.” Hence, “it is natural that 
we should wish to pay homage to those who died for the 
country.” 


Okuno also revealed to Japanese reporters that he held 
that China and other Asian countries had “only a shal- 
low understanding” of Japan's Shinto religion; Japan is 
the land of Shinto and when people die, they become 
gods. It is strange to be criticized for respecting (payirig 
homage to) the ancestors. He said that “it is sad” that the 
Japanese people should have been ordered about by the 
words and actions of China's leaders. 


As a member of the Japanese Government, were ? ir 
Okuno’s remarks based on ignorance of history, or was 
there some ulterior motive? Okuno’s remarks first of all 
concealed the nature of the war of aggression. Everyone 
knows what the war launched by the Japanese militarists 
to bring calamity to Asia and the world meant, and the 
arch-criminals of the war were long ago justly sentenced 
and dealt their deserved punishment, and that war has 
long been nailed to the pillar of historic infamy. And the 
reason why China opposes formal homage at the Yasu- 
kuni shrine by Japanese officials is that the arch crimi- 
nals who brought tremendous catastrophe on the Chi- 
nese people and the peoples of Asia, including the 
Japanese people, are commemorated there as “heroic 
souls.” 
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According to the Japanese press, Okuno’s remarks on the 
Yasukuni shrine were directed at Deng Xiaoping’s com- 
ments to Mr Mayososh: Ito, chairman of the Japanese 
Liberal Democratic Party, whom he met not long ago. In 
view of various moves by a very small number of people 
in Japan in sabotaging Sino-Japanese friendship since 
last year, Deng Xiaoping pointed out that this should 
arouse vigilance, and Mr Ito also expressed very great 
regret at the actions of this very small number of people 
in Japan. However, these comments touched a raw nerve 
in Mr Okuno. 


It is exteremely absurd that he should go so far as to 
produce the slander that the Japanese people are ordered 
about by the words and actions of the Chinese leaders. 
Based on the painful lessons of history, the Chinese 
people and their leaders have stressed many times that 
“past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the 
future,” and called for vigilance against the fact that the 
shadow of militarism has not dissipated, the Japanese 
people have understood from personal experience the 
necessity of opposing war and aggression, and have 
sworn that “Japan and China will never fight again.” 
They have the most profound hatred for the words and 
acts of certain people with ulterior motives who seek to 
reverse verdicts on the aggressors, and are opposed to 
disguising the war criminals as “heroic souls” and to 
describing aggression as a “grand enterprise.” Is it not 
perfec: |y clear whose side Mr Okuno is taking in express- 
ing sadness over the common realization of the peoples 
of the two countries? 


As a politician, Mr Okuno ought to attach importance to 
respecting history and the friendship between Japan and 
China, but he has certainly not done this. People will 
recall that in August 1986, he slandered the Chinese 
people as not respecting their ancestors, declaring that 
China is “a country where ancestral graves are dug up.” 
In August last year, he irresponsibly said that “Liu 
Shaogi fired first” in the 7 July Lugougiao incident. It is 
indeed saddening that a politician should display such a 
lack of serious attitude toward scrious issues. 


Paper Cited on Japanese COCOM Searches 
OW 221301 Tokyo KYODC in Engiish 1119 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Shanghai, April 22 KYODO—Shanghai's LIBER- 
ATION DAILY [JIEFANG RIBAO] rewspaper Friday 
criticized a Japanese police search earlier this month of 
two Japanese firms suspected of violating COCOM trade 
restrictions while conducting trade with China. 


In a lead article “n the international news page of 
Friday's edition, the paper said that the Chinese are 
closely watching how the Japanese Government handles 
the case so as to avoid fresh damage to Sino-Japanese 
relations. 
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Japanese police searched two Tokyo trading firms on 
April 5 on suspicion of selling sensitive measuring 
devices to China in violation of trade restrictions of the 
Paris-based COCOM, a Western organization for con- 
trolling trading with communist countries. 


The Shanghai daily said it is contradictory for Japan to 
continue its controls on technology trade with China 
while declaring friendship and support for China’s (our- 
point modernization scheme. 


The paper also mentioned that some Japanese rightist 
elements continue to Oppose economic and trade coop- 
eration between the two countries. 


Southeast Asia & Pacific 


Guangxi Frontier Militia Repels SRV Troops 
OW 230322 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 
in Chinese 0155 GMT 23 Apr88 


[Text] Nanning, 23 Apr (XINHUA)}—On 20 and 21 
April, Vietnamese troops unlawfully intruded into the 
Pingxiang area in Guangxi to carry out harassing attacks, 
but met with hard strikes by our frontier militia. 


At a little past 2000 [1 100 GMT] on 20 Apri!, a group of 
fully armed Vietnamese troops took advantage of dark- 
ness to sneak into Qulitun in Pingxiang City. A detach- 
ment of our frontier militia immediately met the ene- 
mies head-on. One Vietnamese soldier was killed while 
the rest fled helter-skelter out of our territory. 


On the morning of 21 April, a group of Vietnamese 
troops intruded into the Nongyao area near Qulitun to 
Carry out another harassing attack. A detachment of our 
militia valiantly struck the enemies, killing one Vietnam- 
ese soldier, wounding another, and capturing a third one. 
Some weapons and ammunition were also seized. 


Since the beginning of the spring season, Vietnamese 
troops have committed more than 10 intrusions into 
Pingxiang, Ningming, Longzhou, and Daxin areas on the 
border of Guangxi. They killed Huang Jingming, deputy 
head of Jinlong Township of Longzhou County and 
unlawfully kidnapped many of our residents living in the 
border region. During this period, our frontier militia in 
Guangxi killed and wounded 16 Vietnamese soldiers. 


Daily Views Cambodia After Afghan Accord 
HK230822 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 
23 Apr 88 p 6 


[“Jottings” by Sai Bei (1049 0554): “anecr Afghanistan, 
How About Cambodia?"] 


[Text] The Geneva agreement on a political settlement 
of the Afghan s.u2 has now been signed. According to 
the agreement, the Soviet Union will withdraw all its 
troops from Afghanistan within 9 morths after 15 May. 
Although it appears it will be difficult to stabilize the 
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situation in Afghanistan, the agreement stipulates that 
the Soviet Union must withdraw all its forces within a set 
period, to allow the Afghan people to solve their own 
problems themseives. Hence, although world opinion 1s 
not without regret over the lack of complete thorough- 
ness in the Geneva agreement, generally speaking it still 
welcomes the agreement. 


In his speech on the Afghan issue in early March, 
Gorbachev expressed the hope that the settlement of the 
Afghhan issue would help to settle other regional con- 
flicts. A recent Radio Mosccw commentary said: “Let us 
hope that thc settlement of the difficult problem of 
Afghanistan wi!i have a positive impact on the settle- 
ment of the Cambodian problem and other regional 
conflicts.” Previously, Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Rogachev, who attended the Asia-Pacific Economic and 
Social Council, expressed similar views in Jakarta and 
Kuala Lumpur. He was even more specific in Bangkok, 
saying that the Cambodian issue would be discussed 
when he meets U.£. Assistant Secretary of State Sigur in 
Paris later this ~ ath to prepare the agenda for the May 
U.S.-Soviet amit. At the same time, Indian Prime 
Minister R. iv Gandhi and Romanian President Ceau- 
sescu visited Vietnam in mid-April, and the Cambodian 
issue was Obviously one of the topics they discussed 
there. 


Following Afghanistan agreement, people will naturally 
pay still closer attention to the Cambodian issue. This 1s 
because, first, the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia was 
carried out with Soviet support, and the Soviet Union 
cannot pursue one policy for Afghhan:stan and another 
for Cambodia. Second, the international community 
takes the same view of settling the Cambodian issue as it 
took of settling the Afghan issue, strongly demanding the 
immediate, urconditional, and total withdrawal of for- 
eign troops fro... Cambodia. Since this is what the Soviet 
Union is doing in Afghanistan, there is no reason Viet- 
nam should not do the same in Cambodia. And third, to 
view it rationally, Vietnam should be all the more glad to 
put dmwn this heavy burden, since the domestic diffi- 
culties this has caused Vietnam are much greater than 
those caused to the Soviei Union. 


It is not yet clear how Vietnam will move. However, 
Moscow is obviously not without the means to urge the 
Hanoi authorities to make a wise choice. 


Near East & South Asia 


Muslims Condemn Assassination of PLO Commander 
OW231516 Beijing XINHUA in English 1332 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 23 (XINHUA) —The leaders of 
China's Islamic Association were outraged over the 
assassination of Abu Jihad [Khalil al-Wazir], deputy 
general commander of the Palestinian revolutionary 
forces. 
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President Hay: Ilivas Shen Xiaxi1 and Nurman Ma Xian 
and Ahmad Wayidi, vice-presidents of China's Islamic 
Association expressed their condolences to the Beying 
office of the Palestine Liberation Organization April 22. 


Shen Xsaxi told Yusuf Rajab Radi, head of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization mission in Beting, Chinese 
Moslems strongly condemn the Israeli authorities’ bar- 
barous assassination and believe the Palestinian people 
will turn grief into strength, unite and resolutely struggle 
for the:r national cause. 


Institute Condoles ‘Arafat 
OW 231512 Beijing XINHUA tn English 1352 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


{Text} Beying, April 23 (XINHUA) —The Chinese Peo- 
ple’s Institute of Foreign Affairs Thursday sent a cable to 
Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, expressing condo- 
lences over the death of Abu Jihad, the assassinated 
denuty general commander of the Palestinian revolu- 
tionary forces. 


‘Arafat, China Envoy to Libya Meet in Tripoli 
OW 241400 Beying XINHUA in English 1350 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Tripoh, April 24 (XINHUA}—Yasir ‘Arafat, 
chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO), today expressed appreciation for China's con- 
demnation of Israeli assassinating of Abu Jihad, deputy 
commander of the Palestinian Revolutionary Forces, in 
Tunrs on April 16. *.rafat made the remarks when he 
met here the Chinese Ambassador to Libya Yang 
Hushan. During the meeting, ‘Arafat briefed Chinese 
ambassador on the latest developments of the Palestin- 
ian people's struggle against Israel in the occupied terri- 
tories. “Arafat hoped that the Chinese Government and 
people will continue to support the just cause of the 
Palestinian people. Yang Hushan expressed condolences 
over the death of Abu Jihad, strongly accused the Israel 
authorities of comisaitting the crime, and reiterated that 
the Chinese Government would adhere to its stance on 
supporting the just struggle of the Palestinian people. 
‘Arafat arrived here on Saturday from Algeria. This was 
his second visit to Libya within a week. According to 
well-informed sources, Libya is making efforts to medi- 
ate hetween syria and the PLO. After the Palestinian 
Revolutionary Forces, headed by ‘Arafat, withdrew in 
June |982 from Beirut, relations between Libya and the 
PLO were deteriorated and the PLO office here was 
closed. However. since late last year, the relations have 
been improving and the PLO office here reopened. 


Afghan Rebels Beat Back Soviet-Kabul Offensive 
OW 241118 Beyine XINHUA in English 0947 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Islamabad, April 24 (XINHUA}—Afghan Muslim 
guerillas have frustrated a major military operation 
launched by Soviet-Kabul troops in Afghanistan recent- 
ly. resistance sources said here today 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The Soviet-Kabul offensive took place two days after the 
signing of the Geneva peace accord (April 14) under 
which the Soviet Union has agreed to withdraw its 
estimated 115.000 troops completely from Afghanistan 
within nine months starting from May 15. 


The sources said, on April 16, the Afghan guerillas foiled 
the Soviet-Kabul operation in Ghowrband area in Par- 
wan Province, north of Afghanistan's capital Kabul. 


During the fighting, the sources noted. the Afghan free- 
dom fighters captured four tanks, thro armored vehicles 
and a large quantity of ammunition. Casualties of the 
Soviet-Kabul troops were not immediately known, they 
said. 


The sources said that Moscow continues to step up arms 
shipments to the Kabul regime in advance of the Soviet 
troops withdrawal. 


The weapons and ammunition are being flown into 
Kabul and then shipped elsewhere by convoy, they 
added. 


West Europe 
Greek President Sartzetakis Winds Up Visit 


Visits Xian; Flies to Shanghai 
OW 221710 Beying XINHUA in Enelish 1435 GMT 
22 Apr SS 


[Text] Shanghai, April 22 (XINHU A)}—The Greek Pres- 
ident Khristos A. Sartzetakis, his wife and their party 
arrived in Shanghai from Xian by charter plane this 
afternoon accompanied by Wang Meng. chairman of the 
Chinese Government reception committee and minister 
of culture. 


While in Xian this morning, the Greek president and his 
party visited a museum where some of the terracotta 
warriors and horses excavated near the tomb of Qin 
Shihuang (259-210 B.C.), China’s first emperor, are on 
display. 


At the museum. the president was the first foriegn head 
of state to view a bronze chariot and horses, which was 
buried along with Qin Shihuang and recently put on 
public displa: . 


Jiang Zemin, Shanghai's mayor greeted the entourage at 
the airport. 


Feted by Shanghai Mayor 
OW 2321.2 Beyine XINHUA in Enelish 1424 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Shanghai, April 23 (XINHUA)}—Jiang Zemin, 
Shanghai's mayor. hosted a banquet for visiting Greek 
President Khristos A. Sartzetakis, his wife and their 
party this evening 
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In his speech, Jiang mentioned the economic, cultural 
and shipping cooperation between Shanghai and Greece, 
adding Shanghai and the Greek city Piraeus established 
official ties in 1985. 


Jiang also said, the Greek president's current visit is sure 
to contribute to more contact between Shanghai and 
Greece. 


Sartzetakis said, “In the past | only knew Shanghai from 
books, but now I have witnessed the city’s new face, and 
have seen the big changes which have taken place.” 


The Greek president also said, big changes have taken 
place all over the country and the people's standard of 
living has improved, and he wished China future suc- 
CESSES. 


This morning Mr and Mrs Sartzetakis, accompanied by 
Wang Meng, chairman of the Chinese Government 
reception committee and minister of culture, visited 
Shanghai's biggest silk printing and dyeing factory where 
they were treated to a fashion show and toured a gar- 
ment-making workshop. 


Today the president and his wife also visited the Shang- 
hai jade carving factory and did some sightseeing. 


Seen Off by Jiang Zemin, Wang Meng 
OW 241024 Beijing XINHUA in English 0543 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Shanghai, April 24 (XINHUA)}—Greek President 
Khristos A. Sartzetakis and his wife left here for home 
today at the end of their official visit to China. 


They were seen off at the airport by Chinese Minister of 
Culture Wang Meng and Shangai Mayor Jiang Zemin. 
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Prior to their departure, Wang Meng conveyed to the 
visitors a telephone call from Chinese President Yang 
Shangkun who described the visit as having enhanced 
the mutual understanding and friendship between the 
Chinese and the Greek people. 


In reply, Sartzetakis said his successful visit has been 
very successful in strengthening the existing ties between 
the two countries. He expressed the conviction that 
bilateral relations will continue to flourish in various 
fields. 


Latin America & Caribbean 


U.S. Troops, Panama Intruders Exchange Fire 
OW 231236 Beijing XINHUA in English 1809 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Mexico City, April 22 (XINHUA)—U.S. troops in 
Panama exchanged fire with intruders at an ammunition 
depot and expelled a force estimated at 30 men from an 
air base in separate confrontations this week, according 
to reports reaching here today. 


Disclosure of these incidents followed by hours ‘“‘concil- 
iatory’’ meetings between military leader General Man- 
ucl Antonio Noriega and U.S. officials reassessing 
Washington's efforts to force him from power. 


An official at the U.S. Southern Command, which coor- 
dinates the activities of some 13,000 troops in Panama, 
said there was no conclusive evidence identifying the 
intruders at the ammunition dump at midnight Tuesday. 


In the Wednesday night incident, three army guards at 
an observation post west of the U.S. Howard Air Base in 
the Panama Canal Zone, spotted a group of about 30 
intruders and routed them with anti-personnel Claymore 
mines. 


Early April 12, a Marine was mistakenly shot to death by 
fellow Marine guards when an estimated 10 to | 2 intrud- 
ers wearing dark uniforms, ski masks and carrying weap- 
ons, invaded a fuel storage facility near Howard. 
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Meeting Commends National Unity Contributors 


Previewed 
OW242322 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 
in Chinese 1232 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[By reporter Ge Lai] 


[Text] Beijing, 24 Apr (XINHUA)—A national confer- 
ence is scheduled to open tomorrow [25 April] to com- 
mend people who have contributed to promoting unity 
and progress among people of all nationalities. Enhanc- 
ing this cause as well as examining the experiences 
gained in this regard, the meeting will be an important 
political event for people of all nationalities in the 
country. 


These are the words of a leading member of the State 
Commission for Nationality Affairs at a meeting 
attended by leaders of all provincial and regional dele- 
gations this afternoon. 


According to Ismail Amat, Bao Yushan, and Zhao Yan- 
nian, leading members of the commission, party and 
state leaders will make important speeches at the meet- 
ing, during which attendees will review and exchange 
experiences in promoting national unity and progress. 
The State Council will commend the advanced collec- 
tives and individuals who have achieved remarkable 
successes in this regard. 


Of the 1,189 representatives elected in various parts of 
the country, 502 will attend the meeting in Beijing. They 
include 234 representatives of advanced collectives, 234 
representatives of advanced individuals, and 23 special 
representatives. Representing the nation’s 56 nationali- 
ties, the attendees are outstanding representatives from 
all regions and nationalities who have made great con- 
tributions to promoting national unity and progress. 


Among the representatives are party and government 
cadres and military commanders and fighters who have 
achieved remarkable successes in implementing the 
nation’s nationality policies, in uniting people of all 
nationalities, and in promoting material and spiritual 
construction; people who have made prominent contri- 
butions to minority areas’ economic development, peo- 
ple who have rendered intellectual support and aid-the- 
poor services in remote frontier areas; people who have 
set examples in carrying out reforms, opening to the 
outside world, and achieving prosperity by working 
hard; people who have spent decades promoting educa- 
tional, scientific, and cultural development and public 
health services in minority areas, as well as helping them 
train all kinds of proficient personnel; people who have 
set examples in promoting unity, cooperation, harmony, 
and common progress among people of all nationalities: 
heroes who have rendered meritorious services in safe- 
guarding the nation’s frontier areas and resisting aggres- 
sion; and valiant fighters who have safeguarded national 
unity and opposing national division. Their advanced 
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deeds are proof of the great successes China has achieved 
in carrying its policies toward nationalities. The repre- 
sentatives of 20 advanced collectives and individuals 
will report their advanced deeds and experiences at the 
meeting. 


After the meeting closes on 29 April, six report groups 
made up of 40 or so representatives will make reporting 
tours in various provinces, autonomous regions, and 
municipalities directly under the central government. 


Opening Televised 


OW 250321 [Editorial Report} Beijing Television Service 
in Mandarin at 0000 GMT on 25 April carries a 45- 
minute live telecast of the opening of the National 
Conference for Commending Outstanding Individuals 
and Groups on National Unity and Progress. 


At 2358 GMT, in white Chinese characters on red, the 
caption “Opening Ceremony of the National Meeting To 
Commend Advanced Collectives and Individuals in Pro- 
moting the Unity and Progress of Nationalities (Live 
Coverage)” is shown. Following long shots of the ros- 
trum, a female announcer is seen standing with the 
meeting hall in the background, announcing the begin- 
ning of live coverage by Chinese Central Television from 
the Great Hall of the People. 


At 2359 GMT a ringing bell is heard. At 0000 GMT, 
amid applause, an announcer says: “Party and state 
leaders attending today’s meeting are Zhao Ziyang, Yang 
Shangkun, Li Peng, Wan Li, Qiao Shi, Hu Qili, Yao 
Yilin, Tian Jiyun, Li Tieying, Song Ping, Qin Jiwei, Yan 
Mingfu, and Wen Jiabao.” Video shows Zhao Ziyang, 
Yang Shangkun, Wan Li, Li Peng, and Hu Qili entering 
the rostrum from the left side of the screen, clapping 
their hands and walking toward their respective seats. 


At 0002 GMT, after the announcer says Ismail Amat is 
executive chairman of today’s meeting, Ismail Amat is 
shown rising from his seat, announcing the opening of 
the meeting and asking all to rise for the national 
anthem. 


At 0003 GMT the national anthem ends and is followed 
by an oath-taking ceremony including young Beijing 
residents of minority nationalities. Video shows a young 
man and a young woman in nationality costumes recit- 
ing poetry in front of microphones facing the hall, 
occasionally echoed by dozens of voung men and women 
standing beside them. 


At 0006 GMT the oath-taking rite ends and the pariuici- 
pants are shown presenting bouquets to leaders on the 
rostrum and members of the audience seated in the front 
row. 
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At 0008 GMT, Ismail Amat speaks, greeting the 
advanced collectives and individuals in promoting the 
unity and progress of nationalities, saying 1,166 collec- 
tives and individuals are commended. He praises them 
for remarkable work in promoting unity among nation- 
alities, setting good examples in carrying out the reform 
and open policies, achieving prosperity through hard- 
work, meritorious service in defending the motherland’s 
border regions and resisting foreign aggression, strug- 
gling courageously to oppose attempts to split the moth- 
erland, and safeguarding national reunification. 


Video shows Yan Mingfu, Song Ping, Tian Jiyun, Hu 
Qili, Wan Li, Yang Shangkun, Zhao Ziyang, Li Peng, 
Qiao Shi, Yao Yilin, Ismail Amat, Li Tieying, Qin Jiwei, 
and Wen Jiabao seated on the front row of the rostrum 
from right to left of the screen. 


At 0012 GMT Ismail Amat invites Zhao Ziyang to 
speak, who rises from his seat and begins his speech. 
Zhao concludes his speech at 0043 GMT. Ismail Amat 
then announces that the meeting 1s concluded. 


Coverage of the meeting ends at 0043 GMT with a long 
shot of the red star on the room’s ceiling. 


Leaders Attend 
OW251146 Beijing XINHUA in English 1117 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 25 (XINHUA)}—More than 4,000 
representatives from 56 ethnic groups and various 
departments gathered here today at the Great Hall of the 
People here to mark the opening of the National Con- 
ference for Commending Outstanding Individuals and 
Groups on National Unity and Progress. 


General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party 
Central Committee Zhao Ziyang, President of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China Yang Shangkun, Premier Li 
Peng, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress Wan Li and other leaders 
attended the openning ceremony. 


Ismail Amat, minister in charge of the State Nationali- 
ties Affairs Commission, opened the conference. 


Five hundred and sixtyfive groups and 601 individuals 
are expected to be commended at the conference for 
their contributions to working towards the unity of all 
ethnic groups, promoting the economic reforms and the 
open policy and developing the economy, culture, edu- 
cation and other work in the areas inhabited by the 
minority peoples. 


Some will be commended for contributions towards the 
defence of the border areas and guarding the unity of the 
country. 
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Ismail said, “The conference, the first of its kind since 
the founding of New China, is a significant event in the 
political life of the Chinese people, and a review, a 
summing-up and a new milestone of China’s nationali- 
ties work.” 


He said that the conference will help in the exchange of 
experience in nationalities’ work and speed up the devel- 
opment of the ethnic populated areas. 


Zhao Ziyang delivered a speech on the characteristics of 
the Chinese ethnic problems, the basic principles and 
policies of China’s nationalities work and the develop- 
ment of economy and culture in the minority areas. 


The conference provided interpretation facilities for 
seven languages including the Mongolian, Tibetan and 
Uygur languages. 


The conference will last five days. 


Zhao Gives Speech 
OW 250229 Beijing Television Service in Mandarin 
0012 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Speech by Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the CPC 
Central Committee, at the opening ceremony of the 
National Conference for Commending Outstanding 
Individuals and Groups on National Unity and Progress, 
held at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing—live] 


[Text] Comrades: I am very pleased to attend today’s 
meeting. In the name of the CPC Central Committee, | 
extend warm greetings to the meeting. [applause] 


Among the participants in this meeting are advanced 
collectives and individuals who have emerged from 
various nationalities of our country. Some of them have 
made remarkable achievements in bringing about the 
prosperity of the economy, developing the education of 
their nationaities, and popularizing the knowledge of 
science and technology. Others have performed merito- 
rious deeds in the struggles to deal with emergency cases, 
perform rescue work in disasters, (?garrison the frontier), 
or safeguard the unification of the motherland. Your 
exemplary deeds have vividly reflected the development 
of the cause of nationality unity and progress in our 
country, and demonstrated from a certain aspect that the 
relations between different nationalities in our country 
are fine, and that China’s policy on nationalities is 
successful. You have made outstanding contributions. 
For this, the people of all nationalities thank you, and the 
State Council commends you. I wish to express esteem to 
you and to all those who have contributed to the cause of 
nationality unity and progress of our country. [applause] 


At today's grand meeting, where comrades of all nation- 
alities are gathering with joy, I wish to express four 
opinions: 


FBIS-CHI-88-079 
25 April 1988 


First, we must attach great importance to the nationality 
problem and fully understand the characteristics of this 
problem in our country. In the history of mankind, 
nationalities did not exist at the very beginning but came 
into being when productive forces had developed to a 
certain stage. Nationalities and countries do not belong 
to the same category. A relatively common situation is 
that people of the same nationality live in different 
countries, whereas many countries are composed of 
several different nationalities. Both nationalities and 
multinational countries are products of the long-term 
development of history. 


The nationality problem, which is often interrelated with 
political, economic, cultural, and religious issues, is 
rather common in the contemporary world. The nation- 
ality problem still exists in many economically devel- 
oped countries, and after the establishment of the social- 
ist system this problem will not necessarily disappear. 
Understanding the protracted nature of the nationality 
problem and dealing with it correctly is of extreme 
importance to the stability and development of a multi- 
national couniry. 


China is a unified multinational country. China’s nation- 
ality problems have special characterisitics. For instance, 
China has more than 50 nationalities, and more than 90 
percent of the total population is of Han nationality. 
Although each nationality has its own characteristics, 
each shares a common feature as a component of the 
Chinese nation. The history of China as a unified nation 
composed of the present nationalities dates back a long 
time. The Chinese people have a strong centripetal force. 
They always stick together to safeguard the nation, and 
they are also patriotic. When China suffered foreign 
aggression and threats, its various nationalities would 
consistently unite against outside forces. 


Leaving out ancient history, let us take a look at our 
modern and contemporary history. From the Opium 
War and the war of resistance against Japan to the 
present, our various nationalities have made epic contri- 
butions to safeguarding China’s independence, unity, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity. Numerous patriotic 
national heroes have emerged in thc , rocess. This is the 
pride and glory of the Chinese nation as a whole. We 
must restore and carry forward this kind of great 
national tradition. [applause] 


Second, safeguarding the unification of the motherland. 
upholding equality among nationalities, nationality uni- 
ty, and seeking common prosperity among nationalities 
constitute the fundamental principles and policies for 
the nationality work of the party and state. Our party has 
consistently upheld the idea that all nationalities, big or 
small, should all be equal. Although there is a gap in the 
pace of economic and cultural development among var- 
ious nationalities, the difference is declining. There has 
never been a distinction as to which nationality is high or 
which is low. The fraternal nationalities of our country 
are industrious, brave, and wise nationalities. All of 
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them have made contributions to the development of the 
motherland. Our great People’s Republic of China was 
founded by people of all nationalities. China's magnifi- 
cent culture was created by all our nationalities. Each 
nationality has enriched the Chinese national culture 
with its own national culture. From ancient times to the 
present, the nationalities of our country have had cre- 
ations and outstanding figures of which they are proud. 
In the contemporary world nationality discrimination 
has become quite common, but in our country discrim- 
ination against minority nationalities is not permitted. 
In addition, laws have been enacted and policies adopted 
to protect, respect, and give preferential treatment to 
minority nationalities. This is what the CPC has firmly 
insisted upon and what is required by the socialist 
system of our country. 


Of course, there are still many problems in our actual 
work. We must exert ourselves in the future to improve 
our work. As we have said, the Han nationality cannot 
divorce itself from the minority nationalities and the 
minority nationalities cannot divorce themselves from 
the Han nationality. This reflects the reality of the 
relationship among various nationalities in our country. 
China, as a whole, is a unified country with many 
nationalities. Therefore, all nationalities are inseparable. 
Many localities in our country are areas with people of 
various nationalities. The labor of various nationalities 
reflects the economy and culture in various localities and 
constitutes the overall economic and cultural life of the 
people of various nationalities, who are closely related. 
In areas where most of the people are of Han nationality 
and in areas where most of the people are of minority 
nationalities, people of all nationalities must unite as 
one, respect and help each other, and live in harmony on 
an equal footing. We must not discriminate against 
people of any nationality. 


The cadres of Han nationality working in areas where 
most people are minority nationalities, as well as the 
party’s cadres of minority nationalities, all have their 
respective good points and talents. They should unite 
closely and learn from each other so as to learn from 
others’ strong points to offset their own weaknesses. The 
cadres of Han nationality must pay particular attention 
to respecting and uniting with the cadres of minority 
nationalities and giving full play to the role of cadres of 
minority nationalities. They should work with concerted 
efforts to do a good job in building national autonomous 
regions. In short, our efforts to promote the development 
of the social productive forces in areas with people of 
minority nationalities are conducive to promoting the 
prosperity of minority people and making our country 
more united, prosperous, and powerful. This should be 
the basis for seeing problems and judging what is right 
and what is wrong. 


Upholding the unification of our motherland and unity 
of people of various nationalities is the sacred task of 
people of various nationalities of our country and 1s also 
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the fundamental guarantee for realizing the revitaliza- 
tion of the Chinese nation and the modernization of our 
country. It is the honorable tradition of the Chinese 
nation that we want unity and unification and do not 
want separation. There is a small handful of people who 
vainly attempt to split the motherland, but we can easily 
see that they definitely do not represent the interests of 
people of various nationalities. They are nothing but 
agents of the foreign anti-China forces. Even in the 
historical period when China was very weak, all activi- 
ties to split the motherland were resolutely spurned and 
opposed by people of various nationalities. 


Today, as China stands towering like a giant in the 
world, it is absolutely impossible for the conspiracy of a 
small number of separatists and anti-China forces sup- 
porting them to succeed. As Comrade Deng Xiaoping 
said: They do not have the ability. [applause] 


To uphold the unity of nationalities and the unification 
of the motherland, we should, on the one hand, continue 
to conscientiously implement nationality and religious 
policies, overcome the leftist influence, and practically 
solve existing problems; on the other hand, we should 
take a clear-cut stand in opposing separatism and reso- 
lutely punish and crack down on those engaged in 
dividing the motherland. These two sides supplement 
each other, and neither should be overemphasized at the 
expense of the other. 


Third, it is necessary to be persistent in carrying out 
reform and opening to the outside world and to vigor- 
ously promote the economic and cultural development 
of majority nationality regions. The nationality problem 
in Our country now particularly manifests itself in the 
fact that minority nationality regions urgently demand 
the acceleration of their economic and cultural develop- 
ment. We must step up our work in this regard. 


Our country is undertaking socialist modernization. 
Regions with minority nationalities exercising autonomy 
account for more than 60 percent of the country’s total 
area. For historical reasons, the level of the productive 
forces in these regions is not high compared with that in 
our coastal areas, and their commodity economy is 
underdeveloped. Therefore, their modernization task 1s 
more arduous. 


As for coastal areas, the state mainly creates conditions 
for them to make use of their advantages and opportu- 
nities to invigorate their economies so that they will be 
able to contribute more to the state. As for areas inhab- 
ited by minority nationalities, we should, in addition to 
relaxing policy restrictions, persist in giving them sup- 
port and assistance in every possible way in order to 
promote the development of their areas. Bringing about 
the common prosperity of all nationalities is a major 
matter bearing on the socialist modernization of our 
country as a whole. We must properly handle this matter. 
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Regions with minority nationalities exercising autonomy 
are vast in area and possess rich ground and under- 
ground resources needed by our country in its modern- 
ization drive. These resources themselves are a great 
advantage and potential for development. The cadres 
and masses of minority nationalities have accumulated 
many unique experiences in developing the economy. 
Some of them are good at animal husbandry and others 
at agriculture. Stull others have a special ability and 
adaptability in developing and building a plateau or a 
mountainous area, and so forth. Some minority nation- 
ality regions have favorable conditions for developing 
border economic and trade relations with other coun- 
tries. By having an accurate understanding of such 
advantages and persisting in carrying out reform and 
opening to the outside world, minority nationality 
regions can develop their economies and cultures faster. 


Our country is presently in an important historical 
period of reform, opening to the outside world, and 
modernization. In this new historical period, the unity 
and common prosperity of all nationalities and the 
regional autonomy of minority nationalities can in no 
way be divorced from the historical trend and social 
environment of reform and opening to the outside world. 
The entire country would have no way out without 
reform and opening to the outside world. Likewise, the 
various nationalities would have no way out without 
reform and opening to the outside world. We must 
further implement the general principle and policy of 
reform and opening to the outside world in every aspect 
of nationalities work. In carrying out reform in minority 
nationality areas and in opening these areas to the 
outside world, particular emphasis should be placed on 
bringing in competent people. Where there are plenty of 
competent people, including those competent in science, 
technology. and management, as well as able and skillful 
craftsmen, the economy and culture develop quickly. 
This is true for the whole country, and it is also the case 
in those areas where the regional autonomy of minority 
nationalities is practiced. If there is a lack of competent 
people, natural resources, no matter how abundant, 
cannot be exploited, nor can funds and plans for projects 
serve any purpose. This has been borne out by a lot of 
practical facts. Therefore, the key issue is competent 
people. In helping minority nationality areas, the state 
should attach particular importance to assisting them in 
developing intellectual resources and in training, educat- 
ing. and bringing in competent people. Only in this way 
can assistance be rendered in the right place. 


While attaching importance to bringing in competent 
people, minority nationality areas should make positive 
efforts to absorb capital as well as science and technology 
from other parts of the country and from abroad, go all 
out to develop the commodity economy, and be coura- 
geous about participating in competition on domestic 
and international markets. In the course of economic 
and cultural exchanges, they should be adept at assimi- 
lating the advanced experiences and fine cultures of 
other nationalities and localities. 
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Will the further opening of minority nationality areas 
lead to the extinction of the culture of the Chinese 


nation? The answer is negative. A large number of 


historical facts, ancient and modern, Chinese and for- 
eign, prove that for the survival and development of any 
nationality, the correct choice is to open up rather than 
close up. It can be said affirmatively that with the 
development of of reform, opening to the outside world, 
and the commodity economy, the economic and cultural 
exchanges between different nationalities will gradually 
increase, and the trend for them to learn and assimilate 
useful things from each other will develop. In the course 
of this, the spoken and written languages, customs, 
habits, and religious beliefs of various nationalities will 
continue to be respected. The traditions and culture of a 
nationality conducive to the development of the produc- 
tive forces and the progress of that nationality will not 
become extinct, but will be enriched and developed on a 
new basis. Old ideas and habits hampering the progress 
of a nationality and the development of the productive 
forces will, of course, be sublated self-consciously by the 
masses of that nationality in the course of the modern- 
ization program. But this, in itself, is progress. 


A truly prosperous nationality is an open one. Only by 
opening themselves to the outside world will nationali- 
ties be able to discover their own fine traditions and 
cultural values through comparison with other national- 
ities. Only thus will they cherish their fine traditions and 
cultural values more and make greater efforts to develop 
them. In the course of modernization, all nationalities in 
our country will certainly have an ever-brighter future. 


Before beginning socialism, various minority nationali- 
ties in Our country were at different levels of social 
development. Now development among them is still 
quite uneven. Economic construction in minority 
nationality regions must proceed from reality and local 
conditions, and they cannot indiscriminately copy mea- 
sures being carried out in the interior of the country. In 
Carrying out economic construction, we must act in strict 
accordance with economic laws and [words indistinct]. 
Different regions should not compete blindly with one 
another, nor should they follow the same direction. 
Minority nationality regions should carry out construc- 
tion according to their own conditions and advantages 
and in a down-to-earth manner. It is necessary to stress 
substantial results and benefits, work steadily, and make 
solid progress. 


In policy, the state should further relax restrictions on 
minority nationality regions. Methods conducive to 
developing the productive torces should be given a trial. 
This 1s because practice proves that in minority nation- 
ality regions, effective special policies and measures 
should continue to be implemented and gradually 
improved. Minority nationality regions should take mea- 
sures according to their conditions to reform their eco- 
nomic and political structures. Where they should go 
steadily, they should go steadily; where they should 
speed up, they should not slow down. How to practice 
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socialism in minority nationality regions is an important 
task in building socialism with Chinese characteristics. 
We still lack experience in this regard. 


The party Central Committee hopes that the cadres and 
masses of all nationalities will continue to boldly explore 
and practice, to vigorously carry out reform, and to exert 
themselves to create and improve new systems of vitality 
truly suited to the development of their own regions. In 
a country with a vast territory like ours, uneven eco- 
nomic development in eastern, central, and western 
China will remain for a long time to come. In recent 
years, some of our minority nationality regions have 
lagged even further behind coastal areas in economic 
development. It should be noted that such a wider gap 
has occurred when coastal areas have carried out their 
economic construction faster than minority nationali- 
ties, although the latter have also brought about rather 
sizable gains in this regard. Our objective is to achieve 
comparable prosperity for all nationalities; however, it 1s 
impossible for all of them to achieve prosperity at the 
same time. 


As the international industrial structure is being read- 
justed, we should make full use of favorable conditions 
in Our coastal areas to speed their development. This 
accords with the fundamental interests of the people in 
various parts of the country. If coastal areas fail to take 
advantage of this opportunity, it will do no good for the 
interior of the country. On the contrary, when the coastal 
areas are developed, they will bring along the develop- 
ment of inland areas and minority nationality regions. 
As the country becomes stronger it will have more 
resources to assist minority nationality regions in speed- 
ing construction. 


Of course, we should pay close attention to problems 
arising from the gap between the economic development 
of east and west China, seriously study them, and take 
correct and effective measures to solve them step by step. 
From now on, we should lay down strategic measures for 
the development of central and western China and its 
coastal areas so that they can supplement each other and 
bring their own strong points into full play. In other 
words, the gap will be gradually narrowed not by slowing 
down the development of coastal areas but by assisting 
minority nationality regions in speeding their develop- 
ment. The state and developed areas must continue to 
increase their support and assistance for minority 
nationality regions in intellectual, material, and financial 
resources. In providing such support and assistance, 
measures conforming with economic laws should be 
adopted to increase the minority nationality regions’ 
self-development ability. In exploiting natural resources 
in minority nationality regions, attention must be paid to 
protecting their legitimate economic rights and interests 
so that the material and cultural levels of the masses of 
minority nationalities will be able to rise accordingly 
with the development and utilization of local natural 
resources. 
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Fourth, we must uphold the system of regional auton- 
Omy iN minority nationality areas and firmly implement 
the law on regional national autonomy for minority 
nationalities. To achieve common prosperity for all 
nationalities and consolidate and develop among all the 
nationalities new socialist relations characterized by 
equality, unity, and mutual assistance, it is necessary to 
have an appropriate law and system. The system of 
regional national autonomy is included in our state 
Constitution and is a great creation of the people of our 
country. The system has not only enhanced the inherent 
force of unity of the Chinese nation and assured the 
unprecedented great unification and unity of our multi- 
nationality country, but has also assured that the various 
minority nationalities have the right to govern their own 
affairs. It has also promoted progress among the nation- 
alities and the development of socialist democracy. After 
scores of years of practice, it has been proven that the 
system is full of vitality and is suited to the conditions in 
China. The PRC Law on Regional National Autonomy 
for Minority Nationalities promulgated in 1984 is the 
essence of our experience in implementing the system of 
regional autonomy in minority nationality areas follow- 
ing the founding of New China, particularly since the 3d 
Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee. 
The law defines in the form of law the relationships 
between the state and the autonomous regions and areas, 
between the Han nationality and the minority national- 
ities, and among the minority nationalities themselves. 
Since this is a basic law concerning all the nationalities in 
Our country, all departments and leaders at all levels 
must abide by it at all times. They must ensure that all 
autonomous regions and areas completely enjoy the right 
of autonomy as stipulated by the law on regional 
national autonomy for minority nationalities. They must 
avoid the notion that implementation of this law is the 
business of the autonomous regions and areas since it 
only concerns the minority nationalities. In the past, the 
reason why this law was not satisfactorily implemented 
can be found in the lack of understanding of this law by 
our cadres, but the more important reason is the failure 
to sufficiently advance the corresponding structural 
reform. Therefore, all areas and departments must inte- 
grate the implementation of the autonomous law with 
the economic and political structural reform, and strive 
to do the work well. 


Various departments concerned should formulate spe- 
cific methods and procedures for implementing the Law 
on Regional Autonomy for Minority Nationalities in the 
light of their own experience. In formulating specific 
regulations and methods, it is necessary to take the 
situation of minority areas into consideration and avoid 
unanimity in doing everything. 


In order to properly implement the Law on Regional 
Autonomy for Minority Nationalities, we must adopt 
various methods and train a large number of cadres of 
minority nationalities at various levels. This is the cen- 
tral issue in implementing the Law on Regional Auton- 
omy for Minority Nationalities. Only by cultivating a 
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large number of well-educated, capable minority cadres 
who have correct political views and ideology, love the 
motherland, and maintain close ties with people of their 
own nationalities, can we raise the quality of people of 
various nationalities and enable them to properly exer- 
cise their rights of administering internal affairs of their 
respectively nationalities. Only thus can we guarantee 
national unity and the unification of the country. There- 
fore, in the future, we must work harder to achieve better 
results in training cadres of minority nationalities. Many 
cadres of Han nationality working in minority areas have 
worked earnestly for people of various nationalities for 
many years and are deeply trusted and welcomed by the 
local people. It is hoped that cadres of Han nationality 
and minority nationalities should continue to respect 
each other, learn from each other, trust each other, and 
closely cooperate so as to make new contributions to 
promoting the unity and prosperity of all nationalities. 
[applause] 


Comrades, our country has achieved a great historical 
success in promoting unity and progress of various 
nationalities. The nationality affairs work is an impor- 
tant component part of the entire work of the party and 
state. Party and government leaders at various levels and 
people of various nationalities must continue to attach 
great importance to the work. Let us follow the basic line 
formulated by the 13th CPC National Congress, adhere 
to the central task of economic development and the two 
basic points [adherence to the four cardinal principles 
and implementation of reform and the open policy], 
unite closely, rouse ourselves for vigorous efforts to 
make the country prosperous, advance along the road 
which has been proven through practice to be correct in 
solving our country’s problems in nationality affairs, and 
struggle for realizing the revitalization of the Chinese 
nation. [prolonged applause] 


News Conference Held 
OW 231437 Beijing Television Service in Mandarin 
1037 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[News conference by “responsible comrades of the State 
Nationalities Affairs Commission” Zhao Yannmian, Jiang 
Jiafu, Zhuo Jia, and Zhang Zhu with Chinese and foreign 
reporters, sponsored by the news center of the PRC 
National Conference for Commending Outstanding 
Individuals and Groups on National Unity and Progress: 
in the Yunnan Room of the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing on 23 April; some foreign reporters ask questions 
in English with superimposed simultaneous Mandarin 
translation—recorded] 


[Text] [Video opens with caption card reading “*Respon- 
sible Comrades of the State Nationalities Affairs Com- 
mission Answer Questions of Chinese and Foreign Jour- 
nalists;” cutting to shots of leaders seated at front of large 
hall of seated journalists, interspersed with long pan 
shots of the hall and occasional medium shots of stand- 
ing reporters asking questions] 
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[Reporter] Economic and cultural conditions in China’s 
minority nationality regions are comparatively back- 
ward, and there is a great disparity between those regions 
and the developed coastal regions. It is necessary for the 
State to make great efforts to help the minority nation- 
ality regions. At present, our country is implementing a 
coastal development strategy and putting a great deal of 
manpower, material, and financial resources into the 
developed coastal regions. Will this practice further 
widen the existing disparity and aggravate existing ine- 
quality among various nationalities? 


{Zhao Yannian} Our party and state have decided to 
open the eastern coastal regions more to the outside 
world and develop an export-oriented economy. This is 
an important policy decision, which influences China’s 
overall development. Most minority nationality regions 
are located in the western part of China. Because of 
historical reasons and natural conditions, there is a 
disparity between the western and eastern regions. In the 
last few years, accelerated development in the eastern 
regions has widened the disparity, despite the develop- 
ment in the minority nationality regions being faster 
than ever before. This is an objective reality. 


The disparity cannot be completely eliminated in a short 
time. However, our objective is to achieve common 
prosperity for all nationalities throughout the country. 
We should pay great attention to the disparities and 
adopt effective measures to eliminate them. In view of 
the policy decisions of our party and state, we, as cadres 
handling nationalities affairs, should stress prosperity, 
opportunities, challenges, and tests for the minority 
nationality regions. 


The minority nationality regions should take advantage 
of their opportunities and their own strong points to 
accelerate their development. The state has adopted 
more relaxed policies in the eastern regions and has let 
them have greater freedom to participate in interna- 
tional competition. The state will also adopt more 
relaxed policies in the minority nationality regions and 
simultaneously provide necessary assistance to them so 
that these regions can give play to their strong points and 
accelerate their own development. We should accelerate 
development in the minority nationality regions in order 
to gradually shorten the disparity, rather than try to 
eliminate the disparity by slowing the development of 
the eastern regions. This is why the policy decisions of 
our party and state conforms to the fundamental inter- 
ests of the 56 nationalities in China. 


[Reporter] | am a reporter from LE MONDE in France. 
I would like to address a question to the Tibetan official: 
The Bangen Lama said at a news conference that once 
the Dalai Lama abandons his view advocating the inde- 
pendence of Tibet, he can come back and take up 
permanent residence in Tibet. But shortly after that 
press conference Premier Li Peng said that this is not an 
important question. Therefore, | would like to know if 
what the Bangen Lama said 1s still valid. 
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[Zhuo Jia] Yes, it is valid. But there is one precondition: 
That is, after the Dalai Lama returns home, he must 
safeguard the motherland’s unification and abandon 
ideas and activities advocating the independence of 
Tibet. 


[Reporter] My question is to verify that Tibet 1s closed to 
individual tourists. If this is the case, how long will Tibet 
be closed, and why? 


{Zhao Yannian] We endeavor to promote tourism in 
China, including Tibet. We regard tourism as not only a 
source for earning foreign exchange, but also a channel 
for promoting friendly exchanges and mutual under- 
standing with the people of other countries. However, 
tourism should be developed under certain conditions. 
Aside from the infrastructure, that is, accommodations 
for visitors, there must be social stability and unity. Only 
when the society is stable is :t possible to develop 
tourism and increase exchanges with the people of other 
countries. Social stability is an indispensable condition 
for developing tourism. 


We have undertaken a series of measures, including 
measures taken by the Tibetan Autonomous Regional 
People’s Government. Some of them are temporary and 
were taken under forced circumstances. They are aimed 
at ensuring the wholesome and normal development of 
tourism and providing safe conditions for exchanges 
with the people of other countries, as well as enabling 
foreign tourists to enjoy the spectacular scenes on the 
roof of the world and enhance mutual understanding and 
exchanges with the Chinese people. | believe that as 
stability in Tibet increases, it will be further opened to 
the outside world and will provide better facilities for 
foreign tourists. The impact of these temporary mea- 
sures On tourism in Tibet, if any, has been caused by a 
small handful of splittists and possibly some individuals 
who engaged in acts detrimental to the friendship 
between countries and their people in the name of 
tourism. We hope that through the effort of the broad 
masses of people the situation will soon improve and 
stabilize, thereby promoting tourism in Tibet. [Reporter] 
I am with AP. My question is: Among the 85 million 
minority people, how many of them live in counties with 
a per capita income of less than 200 yuan? 


[Zhang Zhu] There are about 270 poor counties in 
China, a great number of them being minority-populated 
areas. In terms of population, over 10 million people are 
living below the poverty line of 200 yuan a year. 


[Reporter] Minority-populated areas and people living 
there have made great contributions to the prosperity 
and development of the motherland. Could you brief us 
on their contributions in the area of national defense” 
Thank you. 
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[Zhao Yannian] Most of China’s 21,000-km land fron- 
tier are areas populated by minority peoples. Roughly 
speaking, 134 of the 143 land border counties are popu- 
lated by minority peoples. Over 30 minority peoples live 
along the border between China and other neighboring 
countries. Over 20 minority peoples live on both sides of 
the border. In other words, people of the same national- 
ity also live in neighboring countries across the border. 
Generation after generation, our minority peoples have 
made distinguished and immortal contributions to safe- 
guarding China’s unification and security. Countless 
heroes and models of minority nationalities have distin- 
guished themselves. Through their great unity and close 
ties, the people of all nationalities have formed a true 
great wall of steel. 


[Reporter] | am a Central Television Station reporter. 
My question concerns education. At the recent NPC and 
CPPCC sessions, education was an issue to which the 
NPC deputies and CPPCC members reacted strongly. In 
terms of education, minority-populated areas are even 
more backward than the interior. I would like to ask if 
the State Nationalities Affairs Commission has any plan 
or specific measures to promote education in minority 
areas. 


[Jiang Jiafu] Many NPC deputies and CPPCC members 
raised this issue at the First Session of the Seventh NP 
and the First Session of the Seventh CPPCC National 
Committee. People are paying more and more attention 
to education. The development of education is related 
not only to historical and geographical factors but also to 
the question of language, both verbal and written. In 
other words, there is the question of bilingual education. 
There is also the question of religion. These issues 
concern educational structure. On the question of funds, 
China has special funds appropriated for the education 
of minority people. For the country as a whole, educa- 
tion accounts for about 9.4 percent of the budget. In the 
five autonomous regions, education accounts for more 
than 12 percent of the regional budgets. Thus, our budget 
has provided education funds for the minority people. 
To train more minority people, we have special nation- 
ality schools at the primary and secondary levels. In 
addition, we also have 13 nationality institutes nation- 
wide. Among the schools listed as key schools by the 
Nationalities Affairs Commission, 13 have naticuality 
classes. Some colleges and universities also have nation- 
ality classes. Thus, the State Nationalities Affairs Com- 
mission as well as institutions of higher learning attach 
great importance to minority people’s education. In a 
number of pastoral areas and in mountain areas with a 
very small population, we have boarding or semi-board- 
ing schools to train minority students. Regarding school 
enrollment, minority students are given priority. In a few 
areas and for a few minority peoples, enrollment cutoff 
lines are lowered to accommodate more minority stu- 
dents. However. despite these positive steps taken in 
administration, appropriation, and human resources, 
education in minority areas is still very backward. This 
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has its historical and geographical background. It 1s also 
because there are too many things which we did not do in 
the past. 


[Reporter] My question is this: The Gaoshan people, one 
of China’s minority nationalities, as well as other ethnic 
groups, reside in our motherland’s Taiwan Province. At 
a time when the atmosphere across the Taiwan Strait 1s 
becoming more relaxed each day, are there any represen- 
tatives directly from Taiwan attending the National 
Conference for Commending Outstanding Individuals 
and Groups on National Unity and Progress? If not, 
have any invitations been sent to them, and what were 
their responses? Thank you. 


[Zhao Yannian] The Gaoshan people are one of the 56 
members of China’s great nationalities community. 
They are concentrated mostly in Taiwan. All brethren 
nationalities on the mainland care very much about their 
Gaoshan brothers. Those Gaoshan brothers who have 
returned to the mainland also show brotherly love for the 
the people of other nationalities residing on the main- 
land. Because this meeting is one to commend the 
advanced in promoting nationalities unity and progress, 
the delegates are elected from various localities through 
consultations. Under these circumstances, conditions 
are not yet ripe for directly inviting representatives from 
Taiwan. However, we are happy to announce that there 
are Gaoshan nationality delegates among us, attending 
the current meeting to commend the advanced collec- 
tives and individuals in promoting nationality unity and 
progress. 


Editorial Comments 
OW 250717 Beijing XINHUA in English 0640 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 25 (XINHUA) —Today’s “PEO- 
PLE’S DAILY” calls for concerted effort to promote the 
unity and progress of China’s 56 nationalities. 


In an editorial on the opening of the first national 
meeting on the unity and progress of the country’s ethnic 
minority groups. the paper says that as reforms continue, 
contacts among the various nationalities are on the 
increase. “At the same time, contradictions over eco- 
nomic benefit, customs, lifestyles. religious beliefs and 
personalities have surfaced.” 


Nevertheless, the editorial says, “these can be solved 
because unity and progress 1s a national cause.” 


The editorial again calls for heavy blows dealt to those 
few who, in the name of ethnic origin or religion, have 
been trying to divide the country. 


It calls on local governments to pay greater attention to 
education in ethnic minority areas so that more qualified 
personnel can be trained and the natural resources there 
bet‘cr tapped. 
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Vice Minister Discusses Nationalities Rift 
HK230854 Hong Kong AFP in English 0846 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 23 (AFP)}—China’s unequal devel- 
opment is detrimental to ethnic minorities such as 
Tibetans, for whom the rift with the Han majority is 
widening, a Chinese Government official said Saturday. 


“For historical and natural reasons, there used to exist a 
great gap between tht ethnic areas which are mainly 
located in the west, and east coastal areas,” said State 
Nationalities Affairs Commission Vice Minister Zhao 
Yannian. 


“Over the recent few years, although the development in 
these ethnic areas has been speeded-up, the gap has 
objectively been widened,” he told reporters. 


Speaking before the opening Sunday of Communist 
China’s first national conference on ethnic minorities, 
Mr Zhao said “frictions” and “contradictions” had 
grown partly from differences in “‘economic interests” 
between the Han and the minorities. 


Observers said economic reforms introduced since 1979 
have created a “two-speed China”. A development pro- 
gram giving priority to coastal zones was adopted this 
month by the National People’s Congress (parliament), 
increasing the possibility that these inequalities will 
widen. 


The increasingly slow economic and social growth in the 
ethnic minority regions compared with the rst of China 
could constitute a political danger for the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, Western analysts said. 


Some of China’s 56 ethnic minorities, living mostly in 
border regions, are likely to feel more and more left 
behind in sweeping campaigns for economic develop- 
ment and may perceive this as racial hiscrimination, 
analysts said. 


Zhang Zhu, also a state commission vice minister, said 
that of China’s ethnic minorities population of 85 mil- 
lion, 10 million live below the poverty level with annual 
incomes of less than 200 yuan (54 dollars). 


In order to catch up, the poorer regions must adopt the 
new ideas of opening-up, reforms, and competitiveness. 


“In the final analysis,” the national minorities “must 
work in the spirit of self-reliance”, the official said. That 
statement implicitly excludes an increase in central gov- 
ernment aid to these regions, the observers said. 
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Decision To Create Hainan Province Viewed 
HK240656 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 
14 Apr 88 p 2 


[Article by Liang Xiang (2733 3276): “Creating Happi- 
ness for the Hainan People”’] 


[Text] Today, on a solemn occasion of the decision to set 
up Hainan Province, I was filled with mixed feelings—as 
a veteran fighter of more than 50 years dedicated to the 
party’s cause. 


Seen from aboard the plane, Hainan Island looks like a 
dazzling pearl set in the vast blue expanse of the moth- 
erland’s South China Sea. There, Qionglei Terrace, that 
stretches long and unbroken, is the base for growing 
rubber trees, sisal hemps, oil palms, and other tropical 
economic crops. That towering peak of the Wuzhi 
Mountains dotted with strange and exotic strains of 
flowers and plants and covered with tropical forests is 
the motherland’s cherished green house. The petroleum 
of the South China Sea, natural gasses of Yinggehai, and 
iron ores of Shilu, one of the eight large mines in Asia, 
abound, their deposits rarely seen in the world. It seems 
as if the all-powerful Creator has generously kept His 
treasure in this magic piece of land of Hainan. Also, that 
Yalongwan with its 100-li stretch of beach. “It is not 
Hawaii but beats Hawaii” with its gorgeous view. It is 
especially a cherished tourist resource that nature has 
bestowed on us. ...All these are highly cherished 
resources of Hainan in its start. Hainan is so rich in 
resources and yet still poor. Gross nationai product [as 
published] reaches only 5-plus billion yuan. That is not 
as much as an affluent inland county. Every year the 
state has to give Hainan several hundreds of millions of 
yuan in subsidies. In some poverty-ridden areas, the 
problem of getting adequately clothed and fed has still 
not been solved... 


In May 1986, I left the Shenzhen Special Economic 
Zone. At the request of the comrades of the CPC Central 
Committee, | came to Hainan to make a survey. 
Together with the comrades of Hainan, | crossed moun- 
tains and waded through streams covering almost all 
Hainan’s 34,000 square kilometers. ...1 deeply felt that if 
the central authorities should allow Hainan to follow a 
special policy and a new system, then the 6 million 
hardworking peopie here could surely seize the current 
favorable opportunity in the development of the world 
economy. After several decades of hard struggle, Hainan 
could not only catch up with the national level of 
economic development but stand in the forefront of the 
country. 


1 am, after all, a worker long due for retirement. I have 
not much of life before me. But as an old ox set to 
opening up virgin soil for many years in Shenzhen—the 
first special economic zone of China, I have accumulated 
some positive and negative experiences. Now, thanks to 
the trust that the party Central Committee and the State 
Council, and also the people of all nationalities in 
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Hainan have shown in me, | am allowed to work in 
preparation for the establishment of the province of 
Hainan. | am still willing to be an ox set to open up virgin 
soil. “There is no need to apply the whip where there is 
willingness.” In this big special zone of Hainan and in 
this vast expanse of land of Hainan, I am willing to till 
with assiduity and perform still better than in the Shenz- 
hen Special Economic Zone, promoting the welfare of 
the people of Hainan. 


The first step in getting things started is difficult. As a 
responsible person of the group preparing for the estab- 
lishment of the province of Hainan, my mission is to 
resolutely carry out the State Council’s “Regulations 
Governing Hainan Island Encouraging Investment and 
Development.” I am to take central policies and laws as 
criteria in properly formulating a series of local laws and 
regulations and build up the island on the basis of law. 
With priority attention to energy, transportation, tele- 
communications, and other fundamental facilities, a fine 
environment for investment is to be created. An exter- 
nally oriented economy will be energetically developed 
with the gradual realization of the strategic idea of 
developing the economy of Hainan. Meanwhile, in line 
with the guideline calling for overall planning, emphasis 
On priorities, and construction carried Out in one area 
after another, Haikou and Sanya City will be developed 
ahead of others. 


In the spirit of reform and innovation, we must turn 
governments at various levels of the province into 
streamlined, highly efficient, corruption-free and no- 
nonsense Organs that do business. We must strive to 
improve and upgrade the material and cultural life of 
ptople of all nationalities in the province. 


Qiu Jun, the great poet of the Ming Dynasty, left a poem 
inscribed on the Wuzhi Mountains, as he stopped over 
there. It read: “Five peaks thrust forward like five 
fingers. They save the day in times of natural calamities. 
... They represent more than one big arm. They look out 
across the sea on China, of which it is a part.” To turn 
Hainan into a land of affluence to match the great vast 
land of China—this has been the cherished ideal and 
wish of writers, statesmen, and thinkers for many gener- 
ations. But their efforts have brought nothing. All there 
is left is the Wugong Ancestral Temple mutely staring at 
this resource-rich and yet poverty-ridden land. Now, 
given the brilliant policy decision by the party Central 
Committee, the features of Hainan will be fundamen- 
tally changed by this generation. Hainan, this pearl of the 
South China Sea, will surely shine more dazzingly. 


Ministries To Implement Responsibility System 


[Hong Kong WEN WIE PO 24 Apr] 
HK240320 Hone Kong WEN WEI PO in Chinese 
24 Apr 88 pl 


{Dispatch from correspondent Liu Jui-shao (0491 6904 
4801):“Work of Organizing Ministry and Commission 
Teams Stepped Up” ] 
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[Text] Following the State Council appointments 
adopted by the First Session of the Seventh NPC, 
ministries and Commissions have started to organize or 
readjust their bodies. 


Different from the past, the source of this news dis- 
closed, the system of ministers assuming sole responsi- 
bility will be implemented in the current organization 
work. This is a new method of political structural 
reform. 


In the past the organization work was mainly arranged by 
the central authorities and the CPC Central Committee's 
Organization Department. Even the vice ministers and 
other positions were appointed by the top levels. Since the 
system of ministers assuming sole responsibiliy will be 
implemented at the current organization work, the ministers 
may look for ideal partners to serve as their deputies. The 
advantage of this method is that both the minister and vice 
minister can coordinate their methods of work and ideas, 
increase efficiency, and reduce differences. 


According to the progress chart of the central authorities, 
the organization or readjustment of the ministries and 
commissions include: The ministers will look for ideal 
qualified personnel and exchange views this month, 
present a list of candidates in May, and submit it to the 
relevant departments in June for deliberation, approval, 
and appointment. This conforms to the prescribed 
period of 3 months proposed by Li Peng. 


It is believed that this method will help the ministries and 
commissions increase efficiency and promote multi-party 
cooperation. Some ministers have selected democratic party 
personages to serve as their deputies. Following Feng Tiyun 
who is appointed vice minister of supervision, it has been 
reported that at least two democratic party personages will 
be appointed vice ministers. 


In the current organization or readjustment work, the 
Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of Personnel merit 
attention. After Qin Jiwei assumes the office of defense 
minister, the limits of authority of the Defense Ministry 
will be further ascertained. In addition, a number of 
working offices will be set up. As for the Ministry of 
Personnel, it is an organization and management depart- 
ment of the State Council. Its functions will be more or 
less the same as the CPC Central Committee's Organi- 
zation Department. 


Another focus of the current organization work 1s the 
gradual removal of the party groups from the ministries 
and commissions which will ensure the implementation 
of the system of ministers assuming sole responsibility in 
the future. 
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LIAQWANG Views Li Peng’s Performance 
OW 250126 Beijing XINHUA in English 0041 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 25 (XINHUA) —Premier Li Peng’s 
performance during his 103-day term as acting premier 
is discussed in the latest issue of the weekly magazine 
“OU7 LOOK.” 


When he became acting premier after top party leader 
Zhao Ziyang resigned from his post as premier last 
November, Li promised: “I will do my best to work and 
study hard, and try to get the experience I need to do the 
job better.” 


Li also said: “I know | will face many difficulties in 
performing such an important duty because of my lim- 
ited knowledge and ability.” 


According to “OUTLOOK,” for more than four months, 
Li kept his word and did a lot to keep the reform going 
and to stabilize the country’s econoiny. 


As acting premier, L focused government work on the 
reform, the article said, and worked out a plan to reform 
the State Council's structure, to change the government's 
role, and make departmental administration indirect. 


Li submitted this reform plan to ministers for discussion 
and revision, and last November the plan was handed 
over to the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Chinese Communist Party for discussion. At the 
bureau’s second plenary session the plan was basically 
approved and made ready for submission to the Seventh 
National People’s Congress for final approval. 


Also as acting premier, Li supported Zhao Ziyang on his 
Strategy for the economic development of coastal areas 
by making a six-day inspection tour of coastal areas on 
the Pearl River Delta earlier this year. 


In response to Zhao’s proposal, the State Council also 
held several meetings during the first three months of 
this year to work out specific ways to promote an 
export-oriented economy in the country’s coastal areas. 


In order to stabilize the country’s economy, Li led the 
State Council in taking active measures to stabilize 
market prices during his term as acting premier. 


As a result of these efforts, the State Council issued 
several documents and circulars on price control during 
the first two months of this year. 


When the mayor of one of China's special economic 
zones came to ask Li for more state funds. the article 
said, Li turned down the request by explaining the need 
to bring capital construction under control and the 
potential dangers of too much currency in circulation 
and too many deficits. 
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According to the magazine, Li told the mayor all these 
factors can lead to price increases which can lower the 
people's living standard and make the society unstable. 


Under Li's leadership, the central government has paid 
special attention to developing agriculture and to 
improving the efficiency of government departments, 
the magazine said. 


Right of Citizens To Criticize Discussed 
HK2504082788 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO OVERSEAS 
EDITION in Chinese 21 Apr 88 p 2 


{Article by Yu Zhongmin (6735 1813 3046): “Political 
Democracy and Citizens’ Right to Criticize™] 


[Text] Promoting and perfecting socialist political 
democracy is the basic principle set by the 13th CPC 
National Congress. Political democracy implies expan- 
sion and development of citizens’ various democratic 
rights, of which the right of citizens to criticize is a vital 
one. Article 41 of our country’s Constitution stipulated 
in explicit terms: “Citizens of the PRC have the right to 
make criticisms of and proposals to any organ of ‘state 
and any functionary therein.” Like citizens’ basic rights, 
such as the right to vote and stand for election, to express 
freely, to work, and to rest, the right to criticize as set by 
the Constitution is sacred and inviolable. Without the 
right to criticize, the citizens’ democratic right will be 
dismembered and the so-called social supervision by 
public opinion in political democracy hamstrung. 


At present, critical articles appeared in the newspapers 
are many, more of which are devoted to how to accept 
criticisms, to improve work, and to raise efficiency, as 
revealed by the “Echo Wall” and “Reply and Response” 
columns in RENMIN RIBAO's special page for readers’ 
letters. However, it must be admitted that the articles 
that approach citizens’ right to criticize genuinely from 
the high plane of the Constitution and of strengthening 
political democracy are still rarely seen. Especially in the 
field of political life, many citizens still cannot exercise 
this right. For example, at a meeting of the standing 
committee of a county people’s congress, a delegate to 
the congress expressed his views on the government and 
as a result, his opinions were regarded by certain leaders 
of the country party committee as antiparty statements. 
Moreover, they instructed the discipline inspection com- 
mission of the country party committee to investigate 
the case. This is the best evidence for the aforesaid 
argument. 


Therefore, the key to whether the citizens can genuinely 
exercise the right to criticize lies in whether they have 
such a right in the full sense in the political field apart 
from the economic and cultural spheres. For quite some 
time, in our country there have been many unwritten 
restrictions On criticizing state organs and leading cad- 
res. In fac any criticism, either in oral or written form, 
should be -ncouraged so long as it tallies with the facts, 
does not violate the Constitution and laws, and 1s 
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conducive to stability and unity. Moreover, conve- 
niences should be provided for making such criticisms. 
To let the people really become the masters of the 
country and know, discuss, and participate in public and 
political affairs, it is necessary to open wider channels of 
dialogue, to allow criticism of all erroneous things, and 
to encourage open criticism. The facts have proved that 
hy allowing people to criticize the work of leading cadres, 
not only can the truthfulness to build democracy of a 
high level in our country be embodied but the emergence 
of bureaucratism and feudal autocracy can also be pre- 
vented. 


In the past, more often than not, people had a confused 
concept that mixed up criticism of leaders and the 
activity to sp‘it the party and the state together. Accord- 
ing to such a concept, whoever makes irresponsible 
remarks 1s suspected of being opposed to the party and 
revolution. This concept of drawing arbitrary equality 
signs does not hold water. The people who hold this 
concept forgot the simple truth that the people are the 
real “masters” of the country and the leaders are just 
“public servants.” In accordance with the Constitution, 
the masters have fully the right to supervise and to make 
criticisms of and proposals to any public servant. At the 
present stage, the principle to follow in making such 
criticisms 1s that criticisms should conform to the law 
and be conducive to stability and unity. 


When it comes to the forms of exercising the right to 
criticize, criticism from above to below and self-criticism 
are important but criticism from below—the masses of 
people —:s more important. Marx sm holds that socialist 
democracy 1s superior to capitalist one. Therefore, we 
should have all grounds and confidence to encourage 
criticism and counter-criticism and proceed to create a 
‘ively political situation. At present, the targets of criti- 
cism by the citizens using their right to criticize are 
mainly as follows: First, state organs (including legisla- 
tive, government, judicial, procuratorial, and military 
organs). When these organs violate the Constitution, 
laws, administrative statues, and local rules and regula- 
tions in their work and infringe upon the interests of the 
state and the people, every citizen has the right to 
criticize them. Second, functionaries. When they err in 
work due to negligence of duty or have made no achieve- 
ments in their official careers for quite some time, the 
citizens have the right and reason to make criticisms of 
them. Of course, if their criticisms are just slanders based 
on invented stories and break criminal laws, the people 
who made such criticisms should be investigated accord- 
ing to law and held legally responsible. On the contrary, 
if the criticized put pressure on and retaliate those who 
exposed problems in the former's work and made criti- 
cisms against them on the basis of facts, party and 
administrative discipline and state laws should be 
imposed on them: third, the state’s laws and policies. 
Laws and policies are the bases and standards for the 
actions of state organs. their functionaries, and even the 
entire citizens. Due to such factors as lawmakers and 
policymakers and changed developments. sometimes. 
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laws and policies are not realistic and difficult to imple- 
ment and even cause the implementers to make mis- 
takes. The citizens can make criticisms of this within the 
limits of not affecting the enforcement of laws and 
implementation of policies. 


In exercising the right to criticize, the citizens have two 
methods to choose. One is criticism in oral form. In 
other words, one is free to criticize the above-mentioned 
problems at all meeting. big and small, or in private 
conversations. The other is criticism in written form. To 
put it another way, one is free to make criticisms either 
by name or not through newspapers. As far as the 
citizens who exercise their right to criticize are con- 
cerned, they should be particularly prudent in using the 
written form of criticism. 


In using the right to criticize in specific matters, there are 
several questions calling for attention. First, we should 
avoid rushing headlong into mass action in an 
unplanned way and making a issue of certain minor 
problems. Second, we should uphold the principle of 
making the facts clear and of being legal and take the 
safeguarding of stability and unity as the basic starting 
point. Third, we should place stress on making a clear 
distinction between what can be made public and what 
cannot. As far as matters that are not suitable to be made 
public for the time being are concerned, we should first 
exchange views in resiricted circles. However, as an 
effective means of social supervision, the ultimate goal 
of the right to criticize is to encourage open criticism. 
Fourth, we should make more constructive criticisms as 
the purpose of criticism is to further perfect political 
democracy. Fifth, we should create various conditions so 
that the right to criticize can be used more intens'ely 
and effectively. In other words, we should remove iil 
restrictions on the free exercise of the right to criticize. 
Sixth, those who make criticisms and those who are 
criticized should stand on an equal footing. 


To put it briefly, we should firmly foster this idea: The 
citizens’ right to criticize 1s the sacred ight explicitly 
stipulated by the Constitution and part and parcel of 
civil rights; such a right is an important indicator for 
measuring the truthfulness and maturity of political 
democracy; without such a right, social supervision by 
public opinion will become meaningless, and making 
criticism an open practice is the important principle for 
the citizens in exercising their right to criticize. We are 
convinced that all these can be gradually achieved as 
economic construction develops and political restructur- 
ing deepens. 


High-Level Opinions on Press Reform Discussed 
HK240558 Hone Kong LIAOWANG OVERSEAS 
EDITION in Chinese No 16, 18 Apr 88 pp 18-19 


{Article by Yu Guoming (0827 0948 2494): “Hig’ Level 
People in Bering Discuss Press Reform” } 


[Text] The Media Research Center, China People’s Uni- 
versity conducted an opinion poll, the first of its kind in 
China, of high-level people in Being around Spring 
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Festival this year. Their opinions and propositions on 
China’s press reform were collected, analyzed, and stud- 
ied with some interesting results. 


The 200 high-level people polled mostly worked in 
China’s party and government leading organs as well as 
decisionmaking, advisory, and scientitic research 
G. Dartments. Among them were NPC and CPE CC vice 
chairmen, CPC Central Committee members and alter- 
nate members, CPC Central Committee Advisory Com- 
mission members, NPC Standing Committee members, 
CPPCC Standing Committee members, and leading 
members of democratic parties. The average age of the 
pollees was 65.8, with 73 percent of them bearing senior 
professional titles, and 34.8 percent hold important 
posts at or above ministerial levels. 


Relevant researchers believed, the pollees were charac- 
terized by their seniority in age, educational background, 
and posts. They had a rather strong sense of history in 
thinking matters and making their propositions, and 
were good at starting from China’s nationai conditions in 
grasping press reform through their insight of the whole 
situation. Therefore, the views and propositions col- 
lected in the recent poll are of great value in understand- 
ing the realities of the press. They give a clear idea of the 
goal of press reform, and explore the basis and path for 
the reform. 


Crisis of the Press Structure [subhead] 


Several investigations conducted by China’s media 
research organizations in recent years showed that Chi- 
na’s press structure is lashed by the tides of reform and 
opening. The recent poll found that the pollees did not 
like the existing press structure; they were more critical 
of it, and hoped for immediate reform. 


The pollers did not expect 62 percent of the pollees to 
hold a strong critical attitude against China's media. 
Compared with past polls, this p oportion was far higher 
than among grass-roots masses. As relevant researchers 
indicated, the two possible causes for this were: First, the 
poll was conducted after the 13th party congress, when 
the political structural reform was already on the agenda, 
with the malpractices in the existing press structure 
coming to light; and second, their experiences and edu- 
cational background, especiall, the positions they held 
enabled them to pinpoint the malpractices 11 the existing 
press structure, and to command a better view of the 
problems of the press. 


The results of the poll showed: 


Ninety-ore and one-half percent of the pollees believed 
that the media did a poor job in reflecting the masses’ 
voice; especially, far too little space was devoted to 
public opinion, with very little chance provided for the 
masses to participate in and to discuss government 
affairs. 
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Eighty percent of them believed that Chinese mec:a 
coverage of government affairs and decision making was 
unclear; 


Seventy-seven percent of them believed that the media 
on!y propagated ard implemented the party and govern- 
ment policies, but never openly discussed their advan- 
tages or disadvantages; 


And seventy-five percent of them believed that the 
media failed to take the initiative and to actively criticize 
and supervise party and government leadership at a!l 
levels and their work. 


Many high-level people (accounting for 72 percent of the 
pollees) believed that the situation was rather serious in 
which the media only bore responsibility for the above, 
but not the grass roots; (67 percent of them believed) that 
the media failed to report things as they stood, th. 300d 
news and the bad alike; (65 percent of them believed) 
that a confidence crisis existed in the masses on publicity 
and coverage of the media; and (60 percent of them 
believed) the gap was too wide between the news content 
and reality as well as the actual needs of the masses. 


Their basic assessment of the general political tendency 
of the Chinese media was: 


Sixty-five and one-half percent of them believed that 
“the media has adhered to the two basic points in the 
line adopted by the 3d Plenary Session of the I 1th 
Central Committee”; 


Sixteen percent of them believed it to be “ossified and 
conservative”; 


And none believed it to be “bourgeois liberalized.” 
To Lose No Time in Press Reform [subhead] 


A unanimous view of the pollees was that the convening 
of the 13th party congress signaled the beginning of a 
new stage of China’s press reform. They pointed out that 
the convening of the 13th party congress created an 
unprecedented good climate for press reform. At the 
same time, a strong pressure as well as ample realistic 
feasibility exist today for deepening press reform. The 
press circles should lose no time in actively pushing 
forward press reform. 


While the results of the poll revealed the strong resent- 
ment of high-level people against the press, they also 
expressed their great expectations of press reform. High- 
level people universally predicted that the political struc- 
tural reform would become the biggest “hot spot” in 
social development from now on. They also believed that 
problems in “the party style and social mood” as well as 
““market supply and prices” would remain the road 
blocks for the smooth implementation of various reform 
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measures and the factors affecting healthy social devel- 
opment. Answering the question “what are the top- 
priority issues that need be resolved in China's political 
structural reform,” 33.5 percent of the pollees believed 
that “il is necessary to carry Out press reform and to give 
play to the supervising role of the media.” 


The Goal Is To Achieve Democracy and Openness 
|subhead] 


One of the pollees, an old man wrote: “For years, we 
have been talking about running the press by the whole 
party and the masses, but the actual practice has been 
running counter to this—everything has been “taken 
care of by a few brains for the party and the masses, and 
nothing seems to be proper in the eyes of those few 
brains. The invariable result is: The population of | 
billion in one voice, the socialist society is full of bright 
prospects. They are afraid that widening the channels for 
speeches will bring about whatever trouble, that the 
coverage of the seamy side in society will injure the 
image of socialism, not to mention the masses’ opinion 
supervision through the media. Essentially, this means 
refusal to believe in the people's reason, sentiments and 
judgment, and objectively, rejecting their participation 
in politics. Therefore, | believe it imperative to reaffirm 
a very familiar but easily forgotten Marxist slogan: 
“Believe in, trust, and rely on the people! 


The poll showed that a universal belief among high-level 
people was, press reform means basically to instill dem- 
ocratic mechanisms into all links with the media. In the 
expanded comment on the questionaires, they expressed 
their conceptions of the general goal of press reform. In 
summation, it was their belief that the new Chinese press 
structure should at least be highly democratic, included 
ina complete and perfect legal system, with the channels 
eased and its structure rational, full of vitality. Of all 
these characteristics, a high degree of democracy should 
be the basic goal of the press reform. 


Sixty-four and one-half percent of the high-level people 
believed that the target and task of the press reform now 
should be the realization of the media’s opinion super- 
vising role as a breakthrough to bring forward all links in 
press reform. 


They believed, the open coverage of the Chinese media 
should be greatly extended. A prerequisite for realizing 
the media's opinion supervising role 1s to guarantee the 
people's right to know 


Statistics of the recent poll showed: 


Ninety-two and one-half percent of the high-level people 
believe that all mayor political, economic, and social 
events should be openly covered in the press. 


Eighty-four percent of them beheve that discussions on 
controversial issues at party, NPC, and CPPCC meetings 
should be reported to the public through the media: 
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Eighty-three and one-half percent of them believe that 
different views and opinions of all social circles on 
making major strategic decisions should be covered; 


And seventy-four percent of them requested that those 
criticized by name in the press should be allowed to 
openly defend themselves. 


Besides, the number of pollees who believed that the 
mistakes of the party and state should be covered 
accounted for 64 percent; those who believed in coverage 
of domestic and foreign analyses and comments on 
China’s major principles and policies as well as major 
personnel reshuffling accounted for 53.5 percent, and 
49.5 percent of the high-level people believed that it was 
necessary to cover the personal political ideas, work 
accomplishments or mistakes of leading members at 
various levels. 


The media should utilizes its unique advantages, and 
shape itself into the major channel for social democratic 
negotiations and dialogues. The pollees believed that an 
important way to realize the media’s opinion supervising 
‘ole is to get the people to participate in, and to discuss 
government affairs through the media, and to conduct 
society-wide open discussions on major issues. On the 
question “what is appropriate for people's open discus- 
sions through the media,” their answers in order of 
priority were: basic national policy and important poli- 
cies and decrees (accounting for 87 percent of the pollees 
); important political, economic, diplomatic, and social 
issues (accounting for 84.5 percent); basic state system 
and the constitution (accounting for 81 percent); and 
specific policies and regulations (accounting for 61 per- 
cent.) 


Among the pollees, 55.5 percent of them asked that a 
CPC leadership be set up in the press, allowing press 
units sufficient decisionmaking power. They believed, 
CPC leadership in the press should be embodied in 
‘political leadership, namely, the leadership in poiitical 
principle and orientation as well as in major decision- 
making.” CPC leadership in the press should by no 
means be carried like a commander conducting military 
drills. Press units should be encouraged to unfold their 
work with independence and responsibility. News work- 
ers should be allowed to commit mistakes while explor- 
ing and making progress. 


They also believe that it was necessary to alter the 
unified pattern of “government-run” press, and to 
develop a media with multiple ownership, categories and 
tiers. Thirty four percent of the high-level people were 
for “initiating non-party, non-government socialist 
large-type daily.” The shaping of such a multi-tier press 
structure in pluralism would provide a broad field for the 
media's opinion supervising role, and be helpful in 
turning the media into a genuine “effective mouthpiece 
to voice the people's spirit.” and an apparatus to “guar- 
antee all citizens freely air their views,’ as was Lenin’s 


hope. 
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The poll showed that 57 percent of the high-level people 
appealed for “formulation of a press law” as soon as 
possible, to create the necessary conditions for control- 
ling the press according to the law. In the media, it is 
necessary to embody the principle “that everyone is 
equal before the law” in a down-to-earth way. The 
administration of press freedom should not undergo any 
major abnormal changes along with the change of lead- 
ing members, the differences in their fondness, or their 
being enlightened or not, thus guaranteeing the normal 
play of the press functions. 


Many high-level people proposed introducing controlled 
market competition mechanism into the media, to pro- 
mote the unanimity of the press in bearing responsibility 
for the above as well as the interests of the grass roots. In 
this way, those news organs that always “curry favor of 
the above,’ while losing their readers and audience 
would have no place for their survival. 


Effect of Press Law Reform on Media Viewed 
HK240336 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA SUNDAY 
MORNING POST (SPECTRUM) in English 24 Apr 88 p 4 


[by Marlowe Hood} 


[Text] The ideological battle being waged over the draft- 
ing of China's first press law has pitted the momentum of 
an increasingly critical press against the inertia of a 
political system in which the media has always served as 
a mouthpiece, rather than a watchdog, of the state. 


An acknowledged—if sometimes unwilling—slave to the 
Communist Party for 35 years, the Chinese press is 
slowly beginning to exert independent authority. 


Of all the frontiers of “reform”, redefining the media’s 
relationship with society, on the one hand, and the party 
and Government, on the other, has generated one of the 
most intense public and internal policy debates now 
underway. 


Last year’s virulent campaign against “bourgeois liberal- 
ism”, which claimed several prominent journalists and 
newspapers among its victims, may finally prove to be 
no more than a chilling interruption to a long-term thaw. 


The tone and content of the recent press has almost 
returned to the standards set by the autumn of 1986, 
when newspapers like the World Economic Herald were 
proposing a Chinese freedom of information act and 
discussing the direct election of senior state leaders. 


While open media debate in China still falls short of 
even the Soviet Union—where former political prison- 
ers, under the banner of glasnost, are selling private 
gazettes on street corners—the Chinese press is cau- 
trously pushing up against the shifting boundaries of 
state censorship. 
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But the resistance to anything approaching a truly free 
press remains formidable. Communist Chinese leaders 
have always insisted that the proper role of the media 
was to broadcast party policies and ideology. 


Even fallen party leader, Hu Yaobang, a hero among 
intellectuals for his “liberal’’ views, said in a major 
policy speech in 1985 that journalists are “the mouth 
and tongue of the Communist Party”, and should not 
express divergent views on fundamental Party policy. 


The communist prerogative to control the press 1s rein- 
forced by the traditional role of the intellectual as a 
servant of the state. Ancient Literati, it seems, did not 
even enjoy freedom of thought. There is a famous story 
about a Ming Court official who denied that he had ever 
spoken against the Emperor and challenged his accuser 
to produce evidence that he had. 


“In that case, you must have thought about cursing me,” 
said the Emperor, coining the term fu zui (thought 
crime) as he sentenced the official to die. 


Given this double legacy of suppression, the recent calls 
for freedom of the press and the right to publish non- 
party and non-government newspapers are nothing short 
of astonishing. These two issues, however, remain the 
main points of contention in the controversy surround- 
ing the new press law. 


Drafting the law has proven even more difficult than top 
leaders anticipated. First vetted in 1980, the National 
People’s Congress did not set things in motion until 
1985. A working draft was promised within two years, 
but when student demonstrations in December 1986 
triggered political purges and a conservative backlash, 
the law was shelved. 


Just as the “anti-bourgeois liberalism” campaign was 
getting underway, the Press and Public’ ‘on Administra- 
tion, headed by Du Daozheng, was set up. Mr Du 
oversaw the ideological house-cleaning last year of Chi- 
na’s nearly 7,000 newspapers and magazines. He is one 
of two key figures involved in drafting the law. 


By the end of last year. the drafting process seemed back 
on track. In December, Mr Du predicted that a rough 
version of the law would be ready for review within six 
months. At a press conference during the recently 
adjourned NPC, however, he revised his estimate to two 
or three years. 


Mr Du apparently shares principal responsibility for 
drafting the law with Hu Jiwei, a former editor of the 
PEOPLE'S DAILY. 


Mr Hu was pressured to resign from the PEOPLE'S 
DAILY during the “spiritual pollution” campaign of 
1983 because of his liberal editorial policy and his close 
association with Liu Binyan and disgraced writer Wang 
Ruoshui. 


FBIS-CHI-88-079 
25 April 1988 


Within the spectrum of Chinese political debate, Mr Hu 
and Mr Du do not stand on the same side of centre. 


“If one thinks that the purpose of the press law is to limit 
press freedom,” said Mr Hu in a separate press confer- 
ence on the same day as Mr Du’s, “this violates and 
damages the basic principles of our constitution.” 


Mr Du prefers to think of press freedom as ‘‘a two-edged 
sword”. ““The press law must define both the freedoms 
and the duties of Chinese journalists,” he told 40-odd 
domestic and Hong Kong reporters—whose careers 
depend on the legislation—during the NPC. 


He describes the law’s function in terms of defining the 
rights of the press rather than guaranteeing them. 


Another contentious issue 1s the relationship of the press 
to the Communist Party. Serious “mistakes” committed 
by party members are best reported in internal, closed 
circulation newspapers first, suggests Mr Du “just in case 
there are mistakes in the investigation.” 


When asked whether the press should serve the party of 
the people, Mr Du answered diplomatically: “It is the 
mouthpiece of both the people and the party.” 


Mr Hu advocates a more independent role for the media. 
“Who should control the tools of the press, the party or 
the people?”’ he was asked. “The people,” he replied. Yet 
he continued, “the party should lead the people in using 
the press.” 


But “the party and Government should be under their 
supervision,” he added, quoting party leader Zhao 
Ziyang. Furthermore, he said, “ihe right to supervise is 
the same as the right to criticise”. 


Many Chinese journalists are skeptical. However, even 
cynical Chinese observers are surprised and encouraged 
by the openness of debaie. 


Mr Hu’s ideas challenge the long trauition of party 
domination of the media. but are consistent with the 
state’s aim of reducing the party's role in the day-to-day 
operations of Government and production. 


“At first we thought the party had to lead everything, 
including the press.”’ he said. ‘““We used to think the news 
business was also party business. But that is wrong, 
because the party’s news operation—such as the People’s 
Daily—is only a part of the news business.” 


Mr Du and Mr Hu do not, apparently, see eye-to-eye on 
this issue either. While Mr Du has tentatively endorsed a 
proposal to allow private publications on Hainan 
Island—which has become a special economic zone with 
uniquely liberal policies—he has not said whether the 
press law will extend that right nationwide. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The committee drafting the law was considering three 
Eastern European models on this subject, he said. Yugo- 
slavia and Poland's press legislation specifically permits 
non-Government publications, though there are few in 
reality. Czechoslovakia forbids them. Mr Du indicated, 
however, that he favoured the Rumanian and Hungarian 
laws, which do not even mention them. 


Ironically, even Mr Hu’s efforts to promote a freer press 
may not be free of political manipulation. An increas- 
ingly criticial press, say some Chinese journalists, is 
especially useful to Mr Zhao in his effort to push 
economic and administrative reform into the far reaches 
of China. 


Even those in favour of enhancing the press’s power, 
however, are not in a hurry to implement the law. “If we 
are still fundamentally in disagreement on the issue of 
freedom of the press,” said a former editor of the 
CHINA DAILY Liu Zunqi, “it is best not to implement 
it soon. A new press law will not necessarily mean more 
press freedom. It could mean more control.” 


A set of “temporary regulations governing journalists”, 
which is currently under internal review, will serve as a 
stop-gap until the full law is ready. But, say sources, these 
regulations do not resolve any of the most contentious 
issues. 


12th CYL National Congress To Open 4 May 
OW251206 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 
in Chinese 0543 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, 25 Apr (XINHUA)—A spokesman of the 
CYL Central Committee announced today that the | 2th 
CYL National Congress is scheduled to open in Beijing 
on 4 May. 


In his briefing, Feng Jun, member of the Secretariat of 
the CYL Central Committee, described the primary 
tasks of the congress as follows: to sum up the basic 
experience of China’s youth movement and CYL work 
since the 3d Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central 
Committee, especially the basic experience of the past 5 
years; to study the tasks facing Chinese youths and the 
CYL; to study and promote CYL structural reform; to 
determine the guidelines and make specific arrange- 
ments for CYL work; to elect a new central leading body; 
to further implement the guidelines of the 13th CPC 
National Congress and the Ist Session of the 7th NPC; 
and to mobilize and organize youths throughout the 
country to work for the building of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. 


The CYL Congress will also consider matters concerning 
a CYL membership identification card system, new CYL 
songs, and revision of some of the provisions of the CYL 
Constitution. 
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It was learned that 2,027 delegates from all provinces, 
autonomous regions, and municipalities will attend the 
coming congress. Among them, | ,417 or 69.9 percent are 
CYL cadres of various levels; 610 or 30.1 percent are 
representatives of advanced models and collectives; 253 
or 12.5 percent are representatives of the 55 ethnic 
minority groups; and 587 or 29 percent are female 
delegates. 


Launch of New Weather Satellite Planned ‘Soon’ 
OW 221430 Beijing XINHUA in English 1357 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Bejing, April 22 (XINHUA) —China will soon 
launch its first polar-orbiting meterological satellite, 
which will mark a big step in the country’s efforts to 
develop meterological technology. 


According to a spokesman for the State Meteorological 
Administration, the planned ground-receiving and pro- 
cessing network, which is designed to receive and ana- 
lyze meteorological data transmitted from Chinese and 
foreign meteorological satellites, is ready to go. 


The spokesman also said, “China is gearing up to stream- 
line its meteorological facilities and hopes to become 
more accurate and effective in weather forecasting.” 


The Beijing-based micro-computer meteorological cen- 
ter, a hi-tech facility equipped with instruments for 
atmosphere sounding, meteorological communication, 
weather data processing, weather forecasting, and mete- 
orological service will become one of the main links 
between Asia and Europe in the global meteorological 
telecommunications network. 


In the use of computers, China is shifting from individ- 
ual programs to complete computer systems, the spokes- 
man said, with computerized forecasting systems in 
Beijing Municipality, Guangdong Province and the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region now in operation 
and using a complete network of weather data processing 
software. 


More than 680 meteorological stations nationwide have 
finished analyzing the past 30 years worth of weather 
data on computer, and so far, China’s linguistic meteo- 
rological micro-computer telecommunications network 
extends over the whole country except the Tibet Auton- 
omous Region. 


While building more modern facilities, China has also 
speeded up networking various meteorological commu- 
nication systems, the spokesman said. 


As for the construction of telecommunications networks, 
the spokesman said, in 1987, China started using three 
high-speed digital telecommunications circuits which 
connect Beijing with Shanghai, Chengdu, Wuhan and 
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Guangzhou, and doubled up on telephone wires for 
meteorological communication between Shenyang, 
Chengdu, Lhasa, and Urumgi. 


Meteorological departments nationwide have set up 
more than 2,200 telecommunication stations and a radar 
system boasting more than 200 radar units which have 
been important in monitoring minor adverse weather 
conditions. 


China's ability in weather forecasting has improved a lot 
since 1987, when the country was faced with numerous 
bouts of severe weather, the spokesman added, but 
because of these improvements losses were cut to a 
minimum thanks to speedy and accurate forecasting. 


The spokesman cited Sichuan as an example where 
thanks to local meteorological departments’ excellent 
forecasting, the province was saved from disaster in 
seven big storms. 


Li Peng, Wu Xueqian, Gu Mu Discuss Tourism 
OW221205 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 
in Chinese 1320 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[By reporter Chen Yun] 


[Text] Beijing, 21 Apr (XINHUA)}—Premier Li Peng of 
the State Council, on listening to a briefing today on the 
national conference of tourism bureau directors, pointed 
out: The tourist industry, a developing, promising com- 
prehensive industry, needs the support of communica- 
tions, commercial, and other departments. It is hoped 
that governments at all levels will attach greater impor- 
tance to tourism and that all relevant departments will 
make vigorous, coordinated efforts to do this work well. 


Li Peng said: The State Council always attaches great 
importance to tourism. Thanks to the efforts of workers 
and staff of tourism departments and the support of 
society at large, tourism has steadily developed in recent 
years, and basic facilities have been built in this regard. 
According to its division of work, the State Council 
recently assigned Vice Premier Wu Xueqian to take 
charge of tourism. The State Council will also set up a 
tourism commission, with Wu Xueqian as its chairman, 
to coordinate the work of various departments. 


The national conference of tourism bureau directors 
discussed in particular the restructuring of tourism. On 
this subject, Li Peng said: Through reform, the State 
Tourism Bureau should become a management depart- 
ment in reality as well in name and practice macroeco- 
nomic management. 


Calling tourism a science, Li Peng said: We must study 
our advantages as well as disadvantages and draw on the 
experience of foreign countries in developing tourism. 
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Plans for tourism should be geared to actual conditions. 
In developing tourism, it is necessary to study possible 
economic results and take specific local conditions into 
consideration. 


Li Peng said: Great importance should be attached to the 
professional ethics of personnel engaged in tourism. It is 
necessary to carry forward our fine national traditions, 
put an end to unhealthy trends, and build a contingent of 
tourism personnel of good quality and possessed of 
socialist spiritual civilization. 


The 6-day national conference of tourism bureau direc- 
tors ended today. During the 6 days, Wu Xuegian 
attended the conference three times and listened to the 
Opinions of responsible comrades of tourism depart- 
ments in various parts of the country. Wu Xuegian said 
at the conference today: What I want to stress is that 
making vigorous efforts to develop tourism is not the 
work of a certain department but a national industrial 
policy and part of the strategy for economic develop- 
ment of the country. It should be noted that foreign 
exchange earned through tourism already accounts for 
34.2 percent of all non-trade foreign exchange earnings. 
As the state speeds up the implementation of the strategy 
for the economic development of coastal areas, we 
should give full play to the special role of tourism. 
Through the open “window” of tourism, we should 
enable people in the world to better understand China, 
promote economic, cultural, scientific, and technological 
exchanges with other countries, promote the friendship 
of the Chinese people with the people of other countries, 
and maintain world peace. All relevant departments 
should include the development of tourism in their 
programs or plans and, with a positive attitude, make 
concerted efforts to run tourism better and better. 


Wu Xueqian said: Restructuring of tourism should be 
accelerated. Departments in charge of tourism at all 
levels, especially the State Tourism Bureau, should effec- 
tively carry Out organizational reform, change their ideas 
and functions, overcome bureaucratism, improve their 
work efficiency, establish a fine workstyle, develop quick 
access to information, and have efficient management 
and operation. Travel agencies at all levels and hotels 
should become enterprises that can make their own 
management decisions and take full responsibility for 
their profits and losses. Enterprises engaged in interna- 
tional tourism should be operated as much as possible 
according to international market standards. They 
should participate in international competition and be 
tested in the international market. In other words, we 
should macroeconomically strengthen the control of 
tourism bureaus at various levels over the tourist trade 
and microeconomically invigorate tourist enterprises. 


Wu Xuegian said: Large numbers of cadres, workers, 
and staff engaged in tourism have worked very hard to 
develop tourism in our country. Most of these comrades 
have conscientiously fulfilled their duties, but some 
corrupt phenomena of damaged personal integrity and 
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national pride have also been observed. Therefore, tour- 
ism departments should effectively foster good profes- 
sional practices. Directors of tourism bureaus and lead- 
ers of tourism departments at all levels should set an 
example or play an exemplary role in this regard. At the 
same time, ideological and political work should be done 
effectively among workers and staff engaged in tourism 
in order to enhance their consciousness in serving the 
motherland and the people and to increase their ability 
to control themselves. Those who fail to follow orders or 
prohibitions must not be tolerated but dealt with sternly. 


Gu Mu, who is now vice chairman of the CPPCC 
National Committee but used to be in charge of tourism, 
also spoke at the conference today. He said: In develop- 
ing tourism, our country is faced with problems, such as 
tourists living far away from our country, our tourist 
resources being scattered, lack of investment in transpor- 
tation, and sharp competition in the international mar- 
ket. In the face of such problems, we should exert 
Ourselves to carry out reform, keep forging ahead, and do 
all we can to catch up with other countries in tourism. 


Military Spending Situation Termed ‘Serious’ 
HK240450 Hong Kong MING PAO in Chinese 
24 Apr 88 p 9 


(“Special Interview” by Chin Po (6855 1591): “PLA 
General Logistics Department Chief Zhao Nanqi 
Admits Serious Contradictions Between Supply and 
Demand in Military Spending”’] 


[Text] Beijing—The newly-elected State Military Com- 
mission member of the First Session of the Seventh 
NPC, concurrently PLA General Logistics Department 
chief Zhao Nanqi has admitted serious contradictions 
between supply and demand in military spending. The 
state supplies 70 percent of the Army’s mess spending, 
while the Army has to rely on its own production to raise 
the other 30 percent, Zhao Nanqi disclosed. He added, 
the Army will apply itself to the strategy of developing 
economy in the coastal regions, and will develop export- 
oriented economy as well as enterprises of “three sources 
of capital” in these regions to make up for the insuffi- 
ciency of military spending. 


Zhao Nangqi stated that it did not take him very long to 
sense the contradictions between supply and demand in 
military spending when he first came in office in 1987. 
He said that a military spending level at 20 billion yuan 
or so is a far cry from the actual needs of the Chinese 
Army and modernization, and the contradictions are 
great. Calculating in terms of the dollar, the $5-billion 
military spending means $1,600 per capita on an annual 
basis. This is a very low standard compared with the 
Third World, not to mention the first or the second 
world. 


Zhao Nangqi also said that, even so, we still have some 
factors incomparable to foreign armies. First, China is 
characterized by its low wages and low consumption, 
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therefore spending on the Army’s living expenses will 
not be too much. And second, the Chinese Army has a 
fine tradition, namely it has always taken the whole 
situation into consideration, and shared worries with the 
state. When the state is in economic difficulties, the 
Army’s principle is to maintain and to develop itself on 
its own. For example, the “standard plus subsidy” mea- 
sure is adopted in Army's mess spending. Largely 70 
percent of the spending is standardized, provided by the 
state, and the other 30 percent is subsidies derived from 
the troops’s own production, thus guaranteeing the basic 
nutritive needs of the soldiers. 


Zhao Qinan believed that the most feasible way to 
resolve the contradictions is to develop production in the 
Army to create channels of revenues. The PLA possesses 
a number of rather powerful economic bodies including 
industry, agriculture, planting, breeding, and service 
trades. These enterprises participate in commodity com- 
petition in society, and play an important role in making 
up for the insufficiency of military spending. 


The state is implementing the strategy of developing 
economy in the coastal regions. The PLA’s economic 
strength in the opening coastal regions is rather strong. 
Apart from planting, breeding (including aquatic prod- 
ucts,) processing, and service trades as well as relative 
science and technological strength, it also owns some real 
estate. The Army will make full use of these advantages 
and this foundation to develop export-oriented economy 
and enterprises of “three sources of capital.’ This is a 
practical and feasible way to make up the insufficiency in 
military spending, to lighten the burden of the state, and 
to develop the Army. 


The situation of economic reform and opening up has 
decided that the PLA logistics work must also go in for 
reform and opening up to the outside world. Since 
Guangzhou No | Military District University was 
opened up to the outside world, it has provided medical 
service to Hong Kong and Macao compatriots, overseas 
Chinese and foreign guests. It has won a very good 
reputation for its medical standards and service, at the 
same time, brought in considerable income in foreign 
currencies. 


In addition, Zhao Nanqi said, the current principle of 
the General Logistics Department is to allow the troops 
to develop themselves. Apart from enjoying the same 
preferential conditions as the localities in opening 
regions, the general headquarters will also set up some 
relative organs to formulate corresponding policies to 
promote their development. The General Logistics 
Department branch stationed in Hainan province will 
soon be founded. 


In conclusion, Zhao Nanqi hoped the reporter would tell 
overseas Chinese, foreigners of Chinese origin and for- 
eign businessmen that they are welcomed to talk, to 
cooperate and to do business with the PLA, and to make 
concerted efforts in building the Chinese Army and 
defense. 
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Bank To Issue Bonds Worth 46.5 Billion Yuan 
HK230812 Beijing ZHONGGUO XINWEN SHE 
in Chinese 0420 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Report by Dai Yaping (2071 0068 1627]) 


[Text] Beijing, 23 Apr (ZHONGGUO XINWEN 
SHE)}—According to information from the People’s 
Bank of China, China will issue bonds valued at 46.5 
billion yuan this year to make up for its financial deficit. 
This plan has been approved my the State Council. 


It has been reported that the total value of bonds issued 
by China over the past few years is only 64.6 billion 
yuan. 


Last year, China’s financial deficit stood at 8 billion 
yuan. Although experts disagree on the way a deficit 
affects and stimulates economic development, it is com- 
monly acknowledged that China is suffering a shortage 
of capital. According to a document issued by the State 
Commission for Restructuring the Economic System, in 
addition to curtailing investment in capital construction 
in some areas, government loans from banks and the 
community also are a good way to solve the financial 
deficit problem. According to experts, this can help the 
country control the issuance of currency and the total 
volume of credit. 


Although the growth of investments in capital construc- 
tion was contained somewhat in the first quarter of the 
year, investments in capital construction totalled 13 
billion yuan, a 10-percent increase over the same period 
last year. 


According to Liu Hongru, a vice governor of the People’s 
Bank of China, the problem of capital remains serious 
this year, and loans have increased. However, many of 
the payments that should have been collected were not 
collected as planned. Given this, the country may have 
difficulty controlling the issuance of currency. 


According to available materials, seven types of bonds 
will be issued this year. They are the 8 billion yuan’s 
worth of capital construction bonds approved by the 
People’s Bank of China and the State Planning Commis- 
sion, which will be issued by various specialized banks: 
another 8 billion yuan’s worth of treasury bonds to be 
jointly issued by the People’s Bank of China and the 
Ministry of Finance; 8 billion yuan’s worth of state 
construction bonds; 9 billion yuan’s worth of exchequer 
bonds; 7 billion yuan’s worth of financial bonds; 3.5 
billion yuan’s worth of key enterprise bonds: and 3 
billion yuan’s worth of local enterprise bonds. ‘he 
People’s Bank of China has made the appropriate issu- 
ance and selling arrangements. 


FBIS-CHI-88-079 
25 April 1988 


East Region 


Fujian’s Xiamen Given Special Economic Status 
OW232110 Beijing XINHUA in English 1405 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 23 (XINHUA)—China’s State 
Council has just approved a special slot in the state plan 
and offered provincial-level managerial power to Xia- 
men City. 


Located in southeast China’s Fujian Province, Xiamen, 
one of China’s important coastal cities which includes 
the Xiamen Special Economic Zone, has been influential 
in promoting the country’s open policy and export- 
oriented economy. 


This special status will be a plus for Xiamen’s economy 
and will promote the zone’s export-oriented trade. 


Fujian To Hold 1988 Trade Fair in Xiamen 
OW241135 Beijing XINHUA in English 1104 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Fuzhou, April 22 (XINHUA)—Southeast China’s 
Fujian Province will hold its 1988 fair on foreign trade 
and investment between September 8 to September | 1 in 
Xiamen, one of its coastal cities. 


The organizers expect 800 to 1,000 participants from 
foreign countries, Hong Kong and Macao. 


The fair will cover various items including equipment 
imports, technology exports, labor service, transfer of 
existing enterprises and tourism. 


The investment environment in the province has 
improved significantly in recent years, said You Dexin, 
head of the preparatory group and vice-governor of the 
province. 


You said that the State Council had recently approved a 
set of measures worked out by the provincial govern- 
ment on further opening to the outside world and 
developing export-oriented economy. 


New Labor Markets Benefit Jiangsu Province 
OW241927 Beijing XINHUA in English 1508 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Nanjing, April 24 (XINHUA)}—Newly emerged 
labor markets in east China’s Jiangsu Province have 
helped improve its labor distribution with manpower 
transfer from the north to the south. 


Owing to different industrial structures and different 
levels of economic development, southern Jiangsu’s cit- 
ies including Suzhou, Wuxi and Changzhou are con- 
fronted with labor shortage while in northern Jiangsu 
unemployment is still a problem. 
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Since late 1986, many labor markets have opened in 18 
cities and counties of the province. In seven of the cities 
and counties, | 10,000 people have found or exchanged 
jobs at the markets. 


At a provincial market which ended earlier this month, 
73 contracts were signed, under which a total of 10,944 
laborers from the northern part will work in the southern 


part. 


Of the laborers from the northern part, 1480 will be 
employed in textile industry, which had difficulties in 
employing workers in the past. 


At the provincial market, the capital city of Nanjing 
found 520 laborers from other areas and one third of 
them will be employed in building industry, transport 
departments and sanitary service. 


Shandong Farmers Donate Funds to Schools 
OW231316 Beijing XINHUA in English 1449 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Jinan, April 22 (XINHUA) —Farmers in Shan- 
dong Province are using their new-found wealth to 
contribute towards the building and renovation of 
schools. 


According to local statistics, farmers in the province 
have given 2.3 billion yuan to build new schools and to 
renovate old ones in the past eight years. This represents 
92 percent of the total provincial investment on the 
construction and renovation of schools. 


As a result 60,000 schools in Shangdong’s rural areas 
have renovated their buildings. 


Most donors are farmers who have significantly 
increased their earnings through rural industry and side- 
line occupations since the reforms started in 1979. 


Wei Lianrun, a farmer on the outskirts of Zaozhuang 
City, gave 120,000 yuan to the village primary school to 
build a new teaching building in 1985. “What I want is 
that the school will provide better education for the 
children in my village,” said Wei, who only had three 
years of schooling before liberation and have made a 
fortune in recent years by running a brick kiln. 


Some 20 Taoist priests at the Bixia ancestral temple on 
Mount Tai have given primary schools in nearby villages 
10,000 yuan of donations in the last few years. 


Meanwhile, government investment for education in the 
province has increased at an annual rate of 30 percent 
since 1979. 
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“Nevertheless, it would take 100 years to renovate all the 
primary and secondary schools in rural Shandong if all 
the projects were financed solely by the government,” 
said Lu Keying, head of the provincial education depart- 
ment. 


Shanghai Party Committee Enacts Local Decrees 
OW241547 Beijing XINHUA in English 1226 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Shanghai, April 24 (XINHUA)}—The Standing 
Committee of the Shanghai People’s Congress, local 
legislature in the country’s largest city, has promulgated 
32 regional decrees over the past five years, according to 
a ranking official on the committee. 


Of the decrees, 11 are on the implementation of the 
reform and open policy and economic construction, 
three on civil engineering in urban areas, five on educa- 
tion and public health, eight on the work of the commit- 
tee itself, Wang Jian, vice-chairman of the committee, 
told the local eangress this afternoon. 


“We have gradually systemized and regularized the 
legislative procedures,” Wang said. 


The legislators have laid emphasis on decrees governing 
economic activities, particularly on foreign investment 
to protect the investor’s rights so as to attract more to 
come, Wang said. 


He said local decrees have played a positive role in 
boosting the city’s economic development. 


Savings Deposits of Zhejiang Farmers Grow 
OW250454 Beijing XINHUA in English 0114 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Hangzhou, April 25 (XINHUA)—Bank savings 
deposits by farmers in east China’s Zhejiang Province 
reached over 8 billion yuan (about 2.1 billion U.S. 
dollars) by the end of last month, an increase of 2.8 
billion over the comparable figure of last year. 


A financial expert today attributed the growth of depos- 
its to the increase of the farmers’ income. 


Zu Xiezhong, vice president of the province's branch 
bank of the Agricultural Bank of China, said that the 
average income of farmers in the province last year 
reached 725 yuan, a net increase of 82 yuan over the 
previous year. 


Another reason, he said, is the expansion of bank servic- 
es. The bank and rural credit cooperatives now have 
1,053 deposit-taking offices in the province. 
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$2 Billion in Business Done at Guangzhou Fair 
OW241422 Beijing XINHUA in English 1205 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


{Text} Guangzhou, April 24 (XINHUA)—Transactions 
at the spring export commodity fair in Guangzhou have 
reached two billion U.S. dollars since it opened on April 
15, an organizer of the fair annouced today. 


Transactions on exports to Hong Kong and Macao 
amounted to half of the total and to Japan, the United 
States and countries in the European Economic Commu- 
nity accounted for 30 percent. 


Hot items include textiles, cotton yarn, cotton cloth, 
polyester fibres, handicraft articles, rice, corn, frozen 
rabbit meat and canned pork. 


Chemical products and manufactured goods have also 
sold well at the fair, the organizer said. 


The ongoing biannual commodity fair has registered 
over 24,500 visitors from 104 countries, 5,400 more 
than in the same period of the last spring fair, the 
organizer said. 


Zhuhai Examines Infrastructure Options 
HK230429 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD 
(BUSINESS STANDARD) in English 23 Apr 88 p 1 


[Text] Zhuhai has commissioned a feasibility study on 
the kinds of infrastructure the special economic zone 
needs for future development. 


According to the Chen Shaoxiong, director of the Office 
of Administrati ~“uhai Special Economic Zone, 
this would be cc s year and would cover such 
things as a therr ant, coal berthing pier and a 
railway. 


Mr Chen added tha. 2 thermal power plant would be a 
400-megawatt unit costing approximately 200 million 
yuan ($400 million) and would be used to supply the 
city’s household and industrial usage between 1995 and 
the year 2,000. 


He said that the thermal power station could also pro- 
vide the needs of the Pearl River Delta. 


Due to the establishment of the thermal power station, a 
coal berthing pie: had to handle the transportation of 
coal, said Mr Chen. [sentence as published] 


He also said that the Zhuhai-Guangzhou railway would 
cost 100 million yuan ($200 million) and would provide 
access in all directions. 


FBIS-CHI-88-079 
25 April 1988 


Mr Chen also noted that work had started on the Zhuhai 
end of the superhighway which will connect Zhuhai with 
Shenzhen and Hong Kong via Guangzhou. 


He said Zhuhai had simplified its procedures for foreign 
investors, adding that the newly-established Zhuhai City 
Office for the Absorption of Fc:.eign Investment and 
Zhuhai Foreign Economic and Technological Consulting 
Co would assist investors in project approval, registra- 
tion, consulting, and customs declaration. 


Foreign-Funded Enterprises Prosper in Shenzhen 
OW230357 Beijing XINHUA in English 0813 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Text] Shenzhen, April 21 (XINHUA)—Most of the 500 
foreign-funded enterprises who participate in joint ven- 
tures with the Shenzhen Investment Administrative 
Company are making profits, a company official said 
here today. 


Earlier this year, the company in the Shenzhen Special 
Economic Zone, Guangdong Province, issued forms on 
business operations to the enterprises it invests in and 
has received 119 so far, the official said. 


Statistics show that 99 enterprises earned 119.9 million 
yuan in profits and 20 suffered a combined loss of 6.39 
million yuan last year. 


Shenzhen now has 1,000 foreign-funded enterprises, 
more than any other area in China. Half of them are 
being run by China’s industrial ministries, firms in other 
parts of China and companies at the county level in 
Shenzhen. 


Official Comments on Hainan Economic Policies 
OW250814 Beijing XINHUA in English 0736 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


{Text] Haikou, April 25 (XINHUA)—The government of 
Hainan Province will try to make the best use of what is 
positive in capitalism in developing the local economy. 


This was stated by Liang Xiang, a top local official, in an 
interview with the CHINA NEWS SERVICE. 


“Things should go smoothly with the combination of 
policies worked out specifically for the new province, the 
funds coming from Hong Kong and overseas investors 
and the technology and management skills imported 
from abroad,” he said. 


According to Liang, Iccal authorities are now hammering 
out the legislation to govern joint ventures, cooperative- 
ly-run firms and solely foreign-funded enterprises and 
land-use regulations. 


“The island will be different from the other special 
economic zones because it will have a freer flow of 
people, currency and goods,” Liang said. 
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“The local government will have more legislative power 
to protect investors’ legitimate rights,” Liang added. 


Liang was positive when asked if the local government plans 
to invite advice from Hong Kong, Macao and foreign 
lawyers and mentioned the possibility of setting up a “think 
tank”’ which will focus on island development. 


Liang welcomed Taiwan compatriots to tour Hainan and 
to look for ways to make profits on the island. 


North Region 


Beijing To Punish Peddlers of ‘Fake Goods’ 
OW250448 Beijing XINHUA in English 0139 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 25 (XINHUA)—The capital city of 
Beijing will punish those peddlers who sell fake goods at 
fancy prices, said today’s “CHINA DAILY”, quoting a 
government official. 


Punishment applys to all illegal tradings, said Yu Zhi- 
qiang, from the Beijing Industry and Business Adminis- 
tration Bureau. 


Unlicensed peddlers in Beijing are now urged to get trading 
licences and to run businesses in designated market areas 
under the supervision of the bureau, said Yu. 


Individuals were encouraged to do business to enliven 
Beijing's markets, but rights and interests of the custom- 
ers must also be firmly guaranteed, added Yu. 


In Beijing’s eight districts, there are now 43,295 individ- 
ually-owned businesses involving a total of 59,340 indi- 
vidual traders, according to municipal statistics. 


4,408 cases of illegal trading were discovered, however, 
in a general market survey done by the bureau last 
March, and 8,913 businesses were banned, because they 
operated without licences. 


Over 1,000 Foreign Firms Operating in Beijing 
OW241413 Beijing XINHUA in English 0959 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Beijing, April 23 (XINHUA)}—There are now 
over 1,000 representative offices of overseas companies 
in Beijing, according to the Beijing Municipal Adminis- 
tration of Industry and Commerce. 
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Most undertake liaison and consultancy on trade, com- 
merce, finance insurance, shipping, tourism and invest- 
ment. Japanese representative offices account for about 
one-third of them, followed by Hong Kong, the United 
States, Federal Germany and France. 


The Beijing Foreign Enterprises Service Corporation 
(FESCO), which is responsible for providing Chinese 
personnel to these offices, has recently announced mea- 
sures to improve working conditions and offer more 
skilled workers. 


Foreign businesses will be given a greater choice of 
candidates, more freedom to select employees, the right 
to dismiss and the right to sign contracts with Chinese 
employees. 


Inner Mongolia Makes Use of Wind Power 
OW 230259 Beijing XINHUA in English 0941 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


{Text} Hohhot, April 21 (XINHUA)}—In the vast remote 
areas of Inner Mongolia wind is being channelled to 
produce electricity. 


Some 50,000 herdsmen are estimated to have benefited 
from generation of electricity using wind power, officials 
here said. 


The Siziwang Banner (County), for example, has added 
3,425 wind-driven power generators in the past four 
years, supplying electricity to 75 percent of its families. 


This is a result of a regional government initiative 
started in 1984 to tap wind as a source of power. 


So far, 17 factories have been built to produce 35,000 
wind-driven and solar power generators. In addition, 
seven institutes have been set up in the region to develop 
new energy. 


The regional government also gives financial assistance 
to buyers of wind-driven power generators and solar 
equipment. 


Shanxi Province Controls Coal Output 
OW 241409 Beijing XINHUA in English 0739 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Taiyuan, April 23 (XINHUA)}—Shanxi Province, 
China's leading coal producer, cut output slightly during 
this year’s first quarter as a result of control measures, a 
local official announced today. 


In recent years, Shanxi’s coal output has increased annu- 
ally, but because of inadequate transport facilities, 47.45 
million tons of coal had been stockpiled by the end of 
1987. 
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In the first quarter of this year, the province produced 
49.17 million tons of coal, up !.2 percent over the same 
1987 period and 21.8 percent of the 226-million-ton 
1988 target. 


Shanxi Employs New Means To Transfer Farmland 
OW241035 Beijing XINHUA in English 1200 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Taiyuan, April 22 (XINHUA)—Farmland can be 
mortgaged, leased and transferred in rural areas of 
China’s Shanxi Province, a provincial government offi- 
cial told XINHUA today. 


Farmland already conveyed under such terms has 
amounted to 140,000 hectares out of the province’s total 
of 3.33 million hectares, said the official. 


In Dingxiang County, farmers can lease collective-owned 
farmland at a price of 1,200 yuan per hectare. More than 
half of the county’s farmland has been so leased to 3,800 
households who concentrate on farming. 


“The lease should last as long as 10 to 15 years and 
measures should be worked out to guard against wanton 
use by local cadres of money gained from leasings,” said 
the official. 


Transferring contracted farmland is also being practised 
among farmers. A household which engages in business 
other than farming may rent out its contracted farmland 
and collect rent, grain or service in return. 


“The new practice is helpful to promoting intensive 
farming and the improvement of land-use efficiency,” 
the official said. 


Tianjin Launches Campaign Against Gambling 
OW 250446 Beijing XINHUA in English 0143 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Tianjin, April 25 (XINHUA) —The city govern- 
ment in Tianjin has acted to try to stop a rising wave of 
gambling. It has offered lenient treatment to those who 
admit their crimes and punished severely others who are 
caught. 


Since last month, more than 50,000 people have con- 
fessed to gambling offences. One steel worker, Wang 
Shengxue, said that in a three-month period this year he 
lost 3,300 yuan by gambling. 


In the past, gambling used to be confined to the outskirts 
of the city but public security officials say that this 
practice has now spread to the city proper. The city 
public security office says that there were |.431 cases of 
gambling reported in 1986. This rose to 2.476 last year. 
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Starting this Spring Festival, the city government started 
a campaign to curb and eliminate “this social evil”, in 
the words of Mayor Li Ruihuan. 


Since then, the local public security organs have posted 
1.4 million notices and broadcast messages on television 
giving gamblers a limited period in which to confess. 
They were promised leniency if they registered with the 
public security office. 


The public security office has also launched a drive to 
punish those who are found gambling. From March 20 to 
early April, 3,786 people have been fined for gambling 
and 1,145 others punished. 


Tianjin Plans New Industrial Development Zone 
OW241117 Beijing XINHUA in English 1128 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Tianjin, April 22 (XINHUA) —Preparations are 
in full swing for Tianjin’s new industrial and technolog- 
ical development zone. 


According to a city official, the 50-hectare zone south- 
west of the city proper now boasts 11 colleges and 
universities with an enrollment of 30,000 and 83 scien- 
tific research institutes which employ 20,000. 


The new zone, scheduled to take shape by 1990, will 
focus on developing advanced technology and new prod- 
ucts including micro-electronic techniques, bio-engi- 
neering and, new building materials and precision 
instruments. 


The official also said, the zone is aimed at speeding the 
development of new technology and getting research 
results applied to production at a faster rate. 


Northeast Region 


Assistance Channeled to Fire- Areas 
OW 240549 Beijing XINHUA in English 0055 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Harbin, April 24 (XINHUA)}—Northeast China’s 
Daxingganling forests, which were ravaged by a massive 
forest fire last year, have received more than 100 million 
yuan (27 million U.S. dollars) in funds and material 
assistance from nine foreign countries and regions. 


Using 30 million deutsche marks donated by the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the area has completed the first 
phase of a construction project, which includes 30,000 
square meters of housing, | 1,000 square meters of edu- 
cational facilities, 60 kilometers of fire-resistant highway 
and an observation tower. 


“Bricks, cement and other building materials are being 
rushed to construction sites,” a local official said, adding 
second-phase construction, also to be funded by the 
Federal Republic of Germany, will start in May. 


REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


According to the official, construction on support 
projects for a first-aid center, to be built with three 
million U.S. dollars of aid from Italy, will soon begin. 


Heilongjiang Building Grain Production Base 
HK230220 Beijing CHINA DAILY in English 
23 Apr 88 p 1 


[By staff reporter Guo Zhongshi] 


[Text] The northernmost Heilongjiang Province is build- 
ing a vast commodity grain production base along the 
lower reaches of the three major rivers running through 
the region. 


The massive attempt, when completed in 1995, is 
expected to double the present agricultural yields in the 
alluvial flatlands along the Heilongjiang, Songhua and 
Wusuli rivers, according to a senior official. 


Hou Jie, governor of the province, said in an interview 
with CHINA DAILY that the construction of the base 
also will increase the region’s grain turnover to the State. 
China’s export of soya beans is blessed with extremely 
favourable policies and treatment from the central gov- 
ernment, Hou said. Heilongjiang is the country’s major 
soya bean producer. 


The State will devote 600 millon yuan (about $170 
million) and the provincial finan sing will be the same 
amount in investment for the basic construction work in 
the next three years. The province will reclaim 330,000 
hectares of wasteland, raise the output of | million 
hectares of low-yielding farms, afforest 330,000 hectares 
of land and improve the quality of 130,000 hectares of 
pastures between now and 1995, Hou said. 


He said that by 1995, the total grain and soya bean 
Output to be turned out will climb up to 9.6 billion 
kilograms, increasing by 5 billion kilograms over the 
1987 figure. Then, the province is to hand over 5 billion 
kilograms of grain to the State and | billion kilograms of 
soya beans for export, he said. 


The region boasts a large group of State farms equipped 
with highly modernized farm machinery for agricultural 
production after 30 years of centralized construction. It 
eventually will become a comprehensive base for the 
export-oriented production of agricultural and sideline 
products, the supply of livestock products to the rest of 
the country and the processing of various farm produces, 
the governor said. 


As part of the State policies in favour of the basic 
construction, the province enjoys a six-year agricultural 
tax-free period for production on newly reclaimed lands, 
Hou said. He added that all the increased amount of 
grain over the base figure of 1987°s output could be sold 
at market prices till 1995. 
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Liaoning Officials Study Economic Law 
OW24055! Beijing XINHUA in English 0025 GMT 
24 Apr 8§ 


[Text] Shenyang, April 24 (XINHUA)—In northeast 
China’s Liaoning Province, 200 officials have become 
attentive students in lectures on economic law involving 
external relations. 


Jin Shuren, secretary of the Liaoning Communist Party 
Committee, and Wang Guangzhong, chairman of the 
Standing Committee of the provincial People’s Con- 
gress, were among those present. 


“This is my first time to speak to so many provincial 
officials,” said Yuan Zhenmin, lecturer and director of 
the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade’s 
Treaty and Law Department. 


Yuan lectured on legal issues related to the government's 
role in introducing foreign investment, advanced tech- 
nology and management. 


He told the officials: “Although China has worked out 
laws governing foreign-funded enterprises and offers 
some preferential policies, the actual amount of foreign 
investment used is still very small.” 


“The major concern of foreign investors is not only tax 
exemptions, but also managerial autonomy as guaran- 
teed by the Chinese Government in accordance with 
foreign economic law,” he said. 


In preparation for Yuan’s lecture and to promote the 
opening of the Liaodong Peninsula, the province orga- 
nized a session of training classes on economic law for 
mayors, county magistrates and other officials. 


Liaoning’s universities and special secondary schools 
now offer majors in economic law to train more foreign 
economic relations and trade personnel. 


Some Liaoning economists who specialize in legal affairs 
have also been sent abroad to study. 


Firms Bid for Dalian Bay Project in Liaoning 
HK230244 Beijing CHINA DAILY in English 
23 Apr 88 p 2 


[By staff reporter Tian Ying} 


[Text] Bidders from both Chinese and foreign construction 
firms swarmed into the meeting hall of the Negotiation 
Building in west Beijing yesterday to hear the opening of the 
bidding for the first phase of Dayao Bay project at Dalian 
[Luda] Port, one of the major projects outlined in the 
country’s Seventh Five-Year Plan (1986-90). 


REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Dayao Bay Port is located in northeast Dalian near the 
Dalian Economic and Technical Development Zone. 
The port is designed for about 80 berths with a combined 
capacity of 50 million tons, exceeding the capacity of 
Dalian Port, which handles 46 million tons of cargo a 
year. 


About 600 million yuan has bee. invested in the project, 
including $96 million in loans from the World Bank. 


The first phase of the project involves land reclamation 
and maritime construction. Two container berths and 
two multi-purpose berths will be built. The berths will 
have a handling capacity of 2.6 million tons. 


The bidding, held by the International Tendering Com- 
pany of the China National Technical Import and 
Export Corporation, started on July 6 last year. 


Thirteen firms from six countries—China, Italy, Japan, 
West Germany, France and the United States—have 
handed in their bidding documents for the land reclama- 
tion project, which is to be completed in 27 months. 


The maritime project, which is to be finished within 42 
months, has attacted bidders from 12 firms in seven 
countries, China, Sweden, Norway, the United States, 
France, West Germany, and Italy. 


Among the bidders, seven are formed jointly by Chinese 
and foreign construction firms. 


The bidding attracted heated competition, with most 
firms trying to win the bid by offering low prices. 


The lowest price offered for the land reclamation project 
was about 34 percent of the highest offer. The top price 
for the maritime construction project was about 55 
percent higher than the bottom figure. 


The representative of a company, which offered about 
75.116 million yuan for the land project, said he would 
give a 5.4 percent discount if his company can win both 
the maritime and the land reclamation bidding. 


Bidders’ documents will be carefully studied by the 
relevant departments and the winners will be chosen 
within two months. Construction of the project is 
expected to start in August. 


The project was designed by the Planning and Designing 
Institute for Water Transport under the Ministry of 
Communications. “It is one of the largest projects we 
have designed,” said a spokesman. 
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Northwest Region 


Shaanxi’s Largest Market Opens in Xian 
OW240550 Beijing XINHUA in English 0027 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Xian, April 24 (XINHUA)—Shaanxi’s biggest 
market opened Friday in Xian as part of the opening 
ceremony for a trade exhibition featuring tourist com- 
modities. 


The 3,000-square-meter exhibition will have imitations 
of cultural artifacts, lacquerware, drawnwork, embroi- 
dery, foodstuffs, textiles, household electrical applianc- 
es, calligraphy and paintings on display for six months. 


Xian is one of China’s seven key tourist resorts and 
draws about 300,000 tourists from abroad every year. 


Xinjiang Expects Additional Foreign Tourists 
OW241115 Beijing XINHUA in English 1112 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Urumgi, April 22 (XINHUA)—The Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region expects 54,000 foreign tour- 
ists this year, 33 percent more than 1987, an official of 
the regional tourism office said today. 


Xinjiang has one-sixth of China’s total land area. It has 
opened 14 counties and cities and 11 peaks to foreign 
tourists. The region has added new tourist attractions, 
including horseback treks across mountains and desert 
expeditions across Taklimakan — the second largest 
shifting desert in the world. 


REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Kazak Herdsmen Fund Trade Center in 
OW 242230 Beijing XINHUA in English 1358 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Urumgi, April 24 (XINHUA)—The first trade 
center funded and operated by Kazak herdsmen has just 
been built in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region's 
Xinyuan County seat. 


In addition to dealing in daily-use items, the center will 
also handle animal products and goods processed by 
Kazak herdsmen. 


The shareholders are individuals previously involved in 
livestock herding and sales, who after initial successes on 
their own pooled their funds to expand business. 


For herdsmen in the Ili Kazak Autonomous Prefecture 
to get involved in business is unusual because according 
to local traditional beliefs commercial activity is unac- 
ceptable. 


So far, some herdsmen are no longer tending animals 
and are becoming entrepreneurs, with some 2,000 herds- 
men-turned merchants leading the economic activity on 
the prefecture’s grasslands. 


Even more unusual is the fact that Kazak women, who 
used to only take care of household chores, are also 
getting involved in business. 
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Government Denies U.S. Seeking Military Bases 
OW230834 Taipei Domestic Service in Mandarin 
2300 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] There have been reports that the United States is 
exploring the possibility of setting up military bases in the 
Republic of China. Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Chang 
Hsiao-yen said yesterday [22 April] that the United States 
has not contacted the Republic of China about this. 


Answering questions at a news briefing sponsored by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs yesterday afternoon, Vice Min- 
ister Chang Hsiao-yen said: The United States has neither 
contacted nor consulted any organization in our country. 
Nor has it expressed, through appropriate channels, its 
desire to establish military bases in the Republic of China. 


Paper Backs Premier's Opposition to Defense Cuts 
OW221045 Taipei CHINA POST in English 18 Apr 88 p 4 


(Editorial: “An Adequate Defense Budget”’] 


[Text] Speaking recently in the Legisiative Yuan, Pre- 
mier Yu Kuo-hua said that the survival and develop- 
ment of the Republic of China [ROC] over the last 
30-odd years have been due to the country’s strong 
defense. As the Chinese Communists plan to bury Tai- 
wan, it would be a historic mistake for the ROC to slash 
its military budget and thus weaken its defense capabil- 
ity, he observed. 


In his reply to an interpellation, Premier Yu indicated 
that people are right in calling for more spending on 
education, economic development and social welfare. 
However, he emphasized, the country must not cut its 
military expenditure. 


It is of course true, the premier said, that the country 
must put more emphasis on thrift in developing national 
defense. Therefore, the government has gradually low- 
ered the percentage of military spending in the central 
government budget, he added, noting that the percentage 
will be 33.7 next year, down from the approximately 40 
percent in previous years. 


The premier’s remarks are reasonable and appropriate. 
His observation that the ROC must not reduce its 
military expenditure is especially noteworthy. 


Many people inside and outside this country are under 
the impression that the ROC does not need a large army 
and that the country’s military budget should be cut so 
that more could be spent for other purposes, such as 
education and social welfare. 


This impression has resulted from the absence of exchanges 
of shots across the Taiwan Strait and the Chinese Commu- 
nist regime's peace overtures to the ROC. 
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In fact, the Peking regime has never abandoned its plans 
to seize Taiwan. In recent years, it has updated its 
strategies for invading our island, and has held a series of 
military exercises in which Taiwan was the imaginary 
target for the offense. 


In the past year, the ROC government adopted a number 
of liberalization measures, including the lifting of the 
ban on trips to the mainland by Taiwan resid~>ts. These 
measures have further boosted the notion that there has 
been a major decrease in tension between the two sides 
of the strait. 


Increasing contact between people on the two sides of the 
Taiwan Strait can help bring about an eventual reunifi- 
cation of China. Yet, just beause such contact is growing 
it does not mean the danger of war in the strait has 
lessened. The ROC on Taiwan cannot relax its efforts to 
maintain a sufficient defense capability as long as the 
Chinese Communists harbor the intent of using force 
against Taiwan. 


A defense strong to prevent a Chinese Communist attack is 
vital for the survival and continuous development of the 
ROC. Adequate funds must be appropriated for the training 
of troops and the development .f advanced weapons. 


In recent years, the ROC has sui seeded in developing 
several high-performance missiles. Such breakthroughs 
are important in establishing a self-sufficient defense 
industry, which is the ultimate answer to the problems 
involved in obtaining all the weapons the country needs 
for its defense. 


Cuts in the country’s defense budget would not only 
weaken the Armed Forces’ capabilities but would also 
seriously affect the effort to develop advanced weapons. 
Under the present circumstances, security remains the 
top priority of the country, and security relies on suffi- 
cient preparedness for war. 


We are not completely secure. There is no sense in lowering 
our guard against a deadly and formidable enemy. 


Official on Possible Impact of GATT Membership 
OW 220945 Taipei International Service 
in English 0200 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] A high-ranking finance official said Monday that 
if Taiwan and Mainland China are both admitted to 
GATT as full members, the two will have to conduct 
direct trade with each other in accordance with GATT 
regulations. The official said that the government 
authorities here are studying contingency plans to deal 
with the issue of direct Taiwan-mainland trade, which is 
expected to be brought to ‘ight when the two sides gain 
GATT membership within 3 to 4 years. The government 
bans indirect and direct trade between Taiwan and the 
mainland despite recent indirect trade across the Taiwan 
Strait and an increasing number of local businessmen 
have invested in the mainland’s special economic zones. 
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According to the GATT's mutually beneficial and indis- 
criminate free trade regulations, the government will 
have to admit mainland imports as those from the 
United States, Japan, and Western Europe after it 
becomes a GATT member. Moreover, the government 
then will not be able to prevent Mainland Chinese 
financial institutions from setting up offices in Taiwan. 


Soviet Union Reaffirms Ban on Direct Trade 
OW 220955 Taipei International Service in English 
0200 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The mass-circulation UNITED DAILY NEWS 
reported from Singapore: The first secretary of the Soviet 
Embassy in Singapore said all ROC [Republic of China)- 
Soviet trade dealings must go through a third country. 
After consulting with the Soviet ambassador to Singa- 
pore on the issue, the first secretary concluded that based 
on Soviet foreign policies, direct trade and joint ventures 
are prohibited between the Soviet Union and Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, or South Korea. He stressed it is because the 
Soviet Union has no official ties with these areas. In 
addition, he said, the USSR must consider possible 
reaction from Communist China and North Korea. A 
Soviet trade of cial in Singapore said he has not 
received any instruction from Moscow to allow direct 
contact with ROC businessmen. 


Open Discussion of Independence Issue Possible 
OW 232318 Taipei CHINA POST in English 20 Apr 88 p 11 


[Text] The ruling party is expected to adopt a more 
tolerant attitude toward open discussion of the contro- 
versial Taiwan independence issue, local newspapers 
indicated yesterday. 


THE UNITED EVENING NEWS quoted an unnamed 
top official of the ruling Kuomintang as saying the KMT 
did not need to fear open discussion of Taiwan indepen- 
dence, which in the past has been a crime. 


“From the standpoint of maintaining freedom of expression, 
there 1s no reason for us to prohibit the public from discussing 
any possible changes regarding the future of Taiwan. 


“If the public seriously discusses the independence issue, 
they will discover that the independence of Taiwan is 
infeasible. Open discussion will only let the public know 
this fact and correct erroneous concepts,’ the newspaper 
quoted the official as saying. 


After martial law was lifted, the official said, democracy 
and freedom of expression has increased, and it is 
natural that the public is more concerned about the 
future of Taiwan and wants to discuss every possibility 
for the future. 


He said: “Discussion of Taiwan independence is differ- 
ent from advocating independence. Yet, it is difficult to 
distinguish what is discussion and what 1s advocacy. 


TAIWAN 


“Basically, discussion focuses on issues, and involves 
questions and answers. It is more academic. Advocacy 
concentrates on political appeals. You can dislike others 
for advocating certain ideas, but you cannot forbid 
Others from discussing certain opinions.” 


The paper said the official emphasized that the KMT has 
been a ruling party for over 30 years and is experienced 
enough to handle any challenge. 


“The KMT is confident to face discussion of any issue or 
Opinion, regardless of whether it concerns Taiwan inde- 
pendence or not,” the official said. 


Last Sunday, the opposition Democratic Progressive 
Party [DPP] passed in its plenary meeting a resolution 
which calls for the formation of a task force to study 
possibilities for Taiwan's future development. 


The resolution also calls for holding open discussions on 
issues concerning Taiwan independence and the reunifi- 
cation of China. 


Meanwhile, informed sources said the KMT is planning to 
issue a Statement giving its reaction to the DPP’s decision to 
drop a Taiwan independence clause from its platform. 


The clause would have called for the freedom to advo- 
cate Taiwan independence. 


A senior KMT official has described as “‘wise’’ the DPP’s 
decision to drop the clause, the GREAT CHINA 
EVENING NEWS reported. 


The UNITED EVENING NEWS reported that U.S. 
officials felt relieved when they learned that the DPP 
dropped the proposal. 


The paper said one US. official also said the DPP’s 
decision was ‘wise’ because it could prevent a show- 
down between the KMT and the DPP, which could have 
led to serious confrontations between the two sides and 
create political tension here. 


In an analysis Monday, the CHINA TIMES EXPRESS 
notes that although the DPP dropped the sensitive 
proposal, the resolution that replaced it contains an even 
stronger Taiwan independence sentiment. 


The paper said most DPP members have begun to accept 
the use of “alternative language and methods” to express 
what they really mean. 


The passage of the resolution indicates that expected 
violent conflict and internal disintegration within the 
DPP did not occur, and it shows that the DPP has 
become more mature, the paper said. 
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Government Clemency Measure Takes Effect 


Political Prisoners Eligible 
OW232323 Taipei CHINA POST in English 20 Apr 88 p 11 


[Text] At least 10 political prisoners will be released 
from the Green Island Penitentiary in a clemency to take 
effect Friday, a Chinese-language newspaper reported 
yesterday. 


The CHINA TIMES EXPRESS said the 10 prisoners of 
conscience will be eligible for parole when their sentences 
are commuted a second time in the upcoming clemency in 
memory of the late President Chiang Ching-kuo. 


Their jail terms, ranging from 10 years to life, were 
reduced by one-half last July when martial law as lifted. 


Initially, the political prisoners were excluded from the 
clemency, but were included at the last minute at the 
request of opposition legislators. 


The EXPRESS said the 10 political prisoners include Tai 
Hua-kuang, who was sentenced to life imprisonment 10 
year ago for collaborating with the Chinese Communists. 


The conviction was based on Tai’s correspondence with 
Lee Yi, editor in chief of the Hong Kong-based Chinese- 
language magazine the SEVENTIES (now the NINE- 
TIES), then considered a communist publication. 


But Lee’s visit here last month has given rise to much 
controversy over Tai’s conviction. During his visit, Lee 
was received by Premier Yu Kuo-hua. 


Tai was also convicted of forming the radical People’s 
Liberation Front, which sent 200 letters to foreign busi- 
nessmen here in January 1977, giving them six months 
to leave the country or face “tragic” consequences which 
it described as “deserving punishment.” 


The front considered foreeigh businessmen here an “‘ob- 
stacle” to the peaceful reunification of China. 


Meanwhile, jailed dissident Shih Ming-teh, who will be 
eligible for parole, may choose to remain in jail, the 
EXPRESS said. 


Shih has said he does not want to have his sentence com- 
muted because it would be tantamount to admitting guilt. 


He has maintained that he is innocent and was framed 
by the ruling Kuomintang. 


Shih was convicted by a military court in 1980 of 
instigating a riot in Kaohsiung on Dec. 10, 1979 in which 
more than 100 unarmed military policemen were injured 
by opposition demonstrators. 


TAIWAN 


Although Shih's sentence was not reduced when martial 
law was scrapped last year, his life term will be reduced 
to 15 years this time and he will be eligible for parole. 


To be eligible for parole, a prisoner has to serve more 
than half of his sentence. Shih has been jailed for eight 
years, more than half of the commuted sentence. 


Last week, the Justice Ministry rejected a request to 
release Shih on medical parole. 


After going on a hunger strike, Shih has been confined at 
the Tri-Service General Hospital in Taipei. 


6,000 Convicts Freed 
OW222144 Taipei CNA in English 1205 GMT 22 Apr 88 


(Text) Taipei, April 22 (CNA)—Nearly 6,000 convicts 
were released from prisons throughout Taiwan Friday 
under the 1988 clemency program. 


From early Friday morning, the prisoners began to walk 
out to a new life, many of them with family members 
waiting to greet them home. Ceremonies were held in 
which prison officers urged the convicts to repent of 
their past mistakes and to start anew. 


Justice Minister Shih Chi-yang and other judicial officials 
inspected the release of prisoners at the Taipei Detention 
House. He encouraged all of the lucky prisoners to dedicate 
themselves to serving both the nation and society. 


The clemency program, effective from Friday, was taken 
in honor of the late President Chiang Ching-kuo’s kind- 
ness towards people. More than 22,000 prisoners are 
expected it benefit from the program. 


Cabinet Queried on Radioactive Metal Imports 
OW220935 Taipei International Service 
in English 0200 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Legislator Chao Shao-kang on Tuesday sent a 
written query to the cabinet asking how it could be 
possible that the ROC [Republic of China] is purchasing 
waste metals contaminated with radioactivity from the 
United States. Chao asked the government to conduct an 
investigation to see if American and ROC businessmen 
have been collaborating at the expense of the public. In 
addition, the legislator wants the officials to examine 
how the metal was imported and where it is heading to 
on the island. 


Chao pointed out: The waste metal from three recently 
overhauled nuclear power plants in the United States has 
been sold to both the ROC and South Korea. Even 
though the metal was reportedly (?under a kind of) 
treatment, the radioactive content is still extremely high, 
in fact, 200 times over the allowed level in the ROC. 


Zhao said that the waste metal poses a serious health 
hazard to the public and wants the government to 
determine who from the U.S. side allowed the export of 
these materials. Furthermore, he wants the government 
to require proof of the safety of materials such as these 
metals in the future before allowing their import. 
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Hong Kong 


Consultations on Draft Basic Law Discussed 


Deletion of Proposals Reviewed 
HK240252 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA SUNDAY 
MORNING POST in English 24 Apr 88 p 2 


{By Stanley Leung in Beijing) 


(Text) The controversial decision of a sub-committee to 
delete four political proposals may be overturned at a 
coming plenary session of the Basic Law Drafting Com- 
mittee (BLDC) pending its ruling. 


This was stated yesterday by a BLDC official in response 
to local drafters’ criticism on the recent deletion by a 
co-ordinating committee which was formed to tidy up 
the Basic Law draft. 


A local drafter, Miss Liu Yiu-chu, who initiated one of ad 


the four proposals deleted on “formation of the first 
Special Autonomous Region government”, said she 
would ask for a full explanation of the move. 


The co-ordinating group decided last month to delete the 
pen’ proposals from the explanatory notes of the working 
draft. 


The BLDC’s deputy secretary-general and a member of 
the co-ordinating group, Mr Mao Junnian, said drafters 
were free to bring up the issue during the plenary session. 


Whether the four proposals would be “rehabilitated” 
should rest with the final decision of the session when 
the first draft is tabled for discussion and endorsement. 


Mr Mao believes the coordinating group was empowered 
to recommend necessary changes to proposals. 


It is believed that the current session will not hold any 
substantive discussions on the proposed Basic Law 
Clauses. Instead, it will only endorse an official draft as 
the basis for a wide consultation in Hong Kong. 


Drafters, however, may reserve their disagreement with 
some particular clauses. 


The BLDC officials have, in principle, accepted a 
request from the Basic Law Consultative Committee 
(BLCC) to extend the consultation period by one month. 


The BLCC has demanded that the whole consultation 
period, including the compilation of a report, should end 
in October instead of September as originally planned. 


Mainland drafters plan to visit Hong Kong in June and 
September to collect local views. 
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But the nature and membership of the second delegation 
would be kept flexible depending on public’s perception 
of the first draft in the first two or three months of the 
consultation exercise. 


A source said the secretariat—headed by senior Chinese 
official Mr Li Hou, Lu Ping and Mr Mao—would be 
authorised to analyse and collate views. 


The five drafting subgroups are also expected to resume 
meeting after the consultation period to recommend 
revisions to the draft. 


PRC Expert Cited 
HK230347 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 23 Apr 88 p 3 


[By Stanley Leung in Beijing] 


[Text] Views on the Basic Law held by the majority of 
Hong Kong people may not necessarily be acceptable to 
the Beijing-appointed Basic Law Drafting Committee 
(BLDC). 


This was hinted yesterday by an influential mainland 
drafter, Mr Xiao Weiyun, by way of comment on how to 
deal with Basic Law opinions from Hong Kong. 


Mr Xiao, a Chinese legal expert and the mainland 
co-convenor of the committee's political sub-group, indi- 
cated that the number of advocates of a certain view was 
not to be the measure of its importance. 


He explained: “Views of the majority should not be 
neglected but they may not necessarily be the best ones. 


“Various views gathered in Hong Kong should eventu- 
ally be examined and selected by the BLDC.” 


The seventh plenary session of the committee, which 
opens on Tuesday, is expected to come up with a detailed 
plan on how to collect and handle views from Hong 
Kong during the five-month period of consultation on 
the first draft. 


There is growing concern in Hong Kong over what 
criteria the Chinese authorities may adopt in screening 
Basic Law opinions collected in various forms from 
individuals and organisations. 


Some “liberals” on the Basic Law Consultative Commit- 
tee have called for the publication of such criteria before 
the end of the consultation period. 


They said this was necessary to avoid disputes over the 
Green Paper on political reforms similar to those that 
developed last year. 
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Residents To Review Draft 
OW240905 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service 
in Chinese 1341 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[By reporter Yao Datian] 


[Text] Hong Kong, 22 Apr (XINHUA)—A draft of the 
Hong Kong Basic Law will be released soon for 5 months 
of public consultations. So far, the Basic Law Consulta- 
tion Committee has already worked out the rules and 
arrangements for the consultation work. Once the draft 
is made public, Hong Kong residents may air their views 
on the draft law. 


This was disclosed by Luo Decheng, a lawyer who is the 
vice chairman of the Basic Law Consultation Commit- 
tee, in an interview with XINHUA today. 


The Basic Law Consultation Committee is composed of 
some |70 members representing various trades, profes- 
sions, and social organizations in Hong Kong. Its func- 
tions are to solicit opinions and suggestions on the Basic 
Law from every sector in Hong Kong, sort out the 
suggestions and make comprehensive analyses of them, 
which will be used as references by the Basic Law 
Drafting Committee. The body will also consult with the 
committee. 


In order to ensure the smooth progress of the consulta- 
tion work, the Basic Law Consultation Committee has 
worked out the following rules: Suggestions should be 
directed at the principles of the draft law as a whole, as 
well as individual articles and technical provisions; the 
Consultation Committee should properly exercise its 
functions in soliciting opinions from all quarters; the 
draft law should be publicized in various ways, and 
Opinions should be collected through diverse channels. 
In addition, the consultation work should proceed in 
stages and from easy to difficult discussions, with differ- 
ent focuses for each stage. 


Luo Decheng noted: The consultation committee’s work 
will be divided into five stages, each devoted to a special 
theme. These include the relationship between the central 
and local authorities, rights and obligations of residents, 
political system, economy, and culture and education. The 
comm ‘iee will discuss each theme for 2 to 3 weeks. 


PLA To Discuss Draft 
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[By Stanley Leung in Beijing] 


{Text} The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) will 
be consulted on the first draft of the Basic Law, which is 
= to be released on Thursday, says a senior 
official. 


HONG KONG A!) MACAO 


The deputy secretary-general of the Basic Law Drafting 
Committee [BLDC], Mr Lu Ping, yesterday disclosed 
details of its plan to consult mainlanders on the draft. 


He said the PLA would be consulted on the stationing of 
Chinese troops in Hong Kong after 1997, as mentioned 
in the Basic Law draft. This was also stipulated in the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration. 


Mr Lu said the Judiciary, the Public Security Ministry 
and the Economic and Trade Ministry might comment 
on laws, arrangements on immigration and foreign trade. 


He also saw the need to explain details of the Basic Law 
provisions to the public, mainly through newspapers and 
“face-to-face” meetings. 


The Beijing-based BLDC secretariat will be responsible 
for collecting views from mainland bodies. It is under- 
stood the public there might not be encouraged to air 
their views on the draft in the same way as they will be in 
Hong Kong. 


The preparatory meeting convened by BLDC chairman 
Mr Ji Pengfei is also expected to discuss ways to settle a 
growing controversy over the deletion of four proposals. 


Some of the local drafters, who are expected to arrive in 
Beijing later today, said they would challenge through a 
written petition the decision by a co-ordinating commit- 
tee to delete the proposals. 


Drafter Miss Liu Yiu-chu, who initiated one of the 
proposals, said she would demand a full explanation 
from the authorities. 


Meanwhile, a Chinese team of translation experts are 
working round the block to produce the English version 
of the draft. 


NPC Delegates Interviewed on Proceedings 
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[Text] Each time abstentions were called for, Miss Liu 
Yiu-chu raised her right hand. Then she mounted a strong 
attack on Premier Li Peng for denouncing capitalism. 


It all happened at the recent 20-day National People’s 
Congress, China’s parliament—and before the eyes of 
top leader Deng Xiaoping. 


Today Miss Liu, Hong Kong deputy and Basic Law 
drafter, is still being toasted for her no-holds-barred 
performance. And some people have been quick to point 
to her-and other equally outspoken Hong Kong represen- 
tatives—as having contributed significantly to the cre- 
ation of a democratic atmosphere at the congress. 
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No such thing, says Miss Liu and the others. Some of the 
mainlanders were just as vocal. And all spoke within 
limited confines. Whatever they did, they could not 
make a dent in the long-standing image of the congress as 
an endorsement for the party line. 


“The NPC is only a rubber stamp. An overwhelming 
majority of people are so dedicated to the party leaders 
that they are used to the practice of seeing that every- 
thing is fixed beforehand, including the ultimate deci- 
sions,” Miss Liu says. 


So she refuses to join in the general chorus of approval 
for the local delegation’s performance. “I don’t believe in 
individual heroism,” she says. 


Instead, she attributes the livelier atmosphere to the 
interaction of deputies from different sectors. 


She remains hopeful for further reform. “Improvements 
must come through joint effort. We can’t change the 
Situation overnight. The impetus for reform must come 
from the people themselves.” 


Others also rejected media reports praising their perfor- 
mance. Mr Ng Hong-man, who has represented the 
Territory at three successive sessions, says: “It is not 
realistic to suggest that the Hong Kong team by their own 
efforts can roll back the frontiers.” 


There have even been suggestions that Hong Kong 
deputies can form a sort of “opposition” in the congress. 
To this Miss Liu says: “Entirely unrealistic. There are 
only 22 of us. Less than one percent of the almost 3,000 
members. We can’t even make the mandatory quorum of 
30 to put up a motion.” 


A new deputy, Dr Zee Sze-yong, a lecturer in the Botany 
Department of the University of Hong Kong, says it is 
not appropriate to talk about an opposing force under 
the existing system. 


‘The congress is a different type of political system from 
Western ones. In Western confrontational politics, we 
talk about opposition. But in China, we have a consul- 
tative system in the legislature. 


“We should seek further improvements within the exist- 
ing system,” he says. 


The academic says he does not think the Hong Kong 
deputies initiated a democratic atmosphere. Their dis- 
senting voices are far from being an opposing force in the 
congress, he believes. 


“We should not play up the dissident role of the Hong 
Kong deputies. I can’t see any major difference between 
mainland and Hong Kong deputies. We talked so much 
because we have less worries,” he says. 
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Dr Zee sees considerable improvement over previous 
congress sessions. Even the government work report of 
Premier Li was amended after opinions were aired. 
“Here, the Governor's speech is not amended after it is 
debated in Legco [Legislative Council]. But Mr Li 
revised his report in accordance with our views. I’m 
quite happy in the sense that our views were being taken 
into consideration,” he says. 


But he does think there are limits to reform. For instance 
the multi-candidacy system adopted for the first time is 
not likely to advance to a second stage. 


“There are immense difficulties in adopting this practice 
in the central government. Veteran leaders may not be 
able to stand being voted out in elections which, during 
the past decades, have been arranged. | think this can 
only be achieved many years later,” Mr Ng says. 


Within these constraints, Hong Kong deputies did have 
a positive effect on stirring up the congress and China at 
large with their daring and outspoken traits. 


Mainland deputies, to a certain extent, were impressed 
by their more vocal Hong Kong and Taiwan counter- 
parts. Mr Ng says that some adopted a more open 
attitude. ‘“‘There is an enlightening effect. And some 
mainland deputies have become more active.” 


The top level, Mr Ng says, was also affected. “Two 
members have been added to the seven special commit- 
tees in the face of discontent and on the advice of Hong 
Kong and Taiwan deputies,” he said. 


“Although we cannot alter the results, we can provide 
new angles and views. We should speak up for the special 
characteristics of the Hong Kong system,” Ms Liu 
remarks. 


It is evident that the airing of differing viewpoints is 
beneficial for China in its present drive for democrati- 
sation and economic modernisation. 


The Hong Kong experience may not be readily applica- 
ble. But it will surely be a good reference point in 
formulating policies and strategies. 


Acknowledging the progress at this congress, Mr Ng says 
it was a direct reflection of the development of the 
society at large. Without congress responding to changes 
and aspirations, the situation would have been quite 
different, he says. 


“There is no doubt the congress has changed for the 
better. But I think it is still not enough by Hong Kong 
and Western standards. It is also not satisfactory because 
progress is falling behind the general aspiration of the 
people at the moment,’ Mr Ng says. 
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Top television celebrity and a new deputy, Miss Lisa 
Wang, agrees that Hong Kong deputies were generally 
outspoken and active during the congress. 


But Miss Wang says the Hong Kong deputies were not 
the only vocal members in the congress, many mainland 
delegates voiced their feelings too. 


‘Personally I don’t believe in intentional dissent just to 
make us look accountable and responsible to people in 
general,” she says. 


Mr Cheng Yiu-tong, the youngest of the local contingent 
and a new NPC deputy, shares Mr Ng’s sentiment and 
stresses that China’s aim for more democracy was 
responsible for the improved atmosphere. 


“There are internal and external conditions contributing 
to the situation. I don’t think that Hong Kong deputies 
led the democratic atmosphere. It is the result of a 
mutual and inter-related dynamism,” he says. 


Mr Cheng, chairman of the pro-Beijing Hong Kong 
Federation of Trade Unions, voted against the endorse- 
ment of the long-awaited legislation on state-run indus- 
trial enterprises saying that some articles contravened 
workers’ right. 


In spite of his rather mild approach (compared to Ms 
Liu), Mr Cheng was quick to draft two proposals on how 
to improve the effectiveness of the congress. 


But the Hong Kong deputies have their critics as well. They 
have been slammed for asking naive questions on mainland 
issues, stemming from their ignorance of China. 


Others have accused them of being too radical, of not 
taking specifics into consideration. 


Japanese Urged To Open Markets, Aid Local Firms 
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[Text] Hong Kong, April 21 (XINHUA) —The Japanese 
Government should take further steps to open its mar- 
kets to Hong Kong businesses and assist them to com- 
pete on a more equal footing with their Japanese coun- 
terparts, the latest economic report of the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Bank says. 


It says that despite the impressive increases in bilateral 
trade volume and the business progress in other sectors, 
economic relations between Hong Kong and Japan have 
largely remained one-sided. 


Japanese firms have become very active in Hong Kong's 
financial markets, shopping areas, and in Hong Kong's 
construction industry, it says. 
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‘In comparison, Hong Kong enterprises have not expe- 
rienced similar success in Japan, partly due to restric- 
tions on foreign entry into many of its industries,” the 
report says, noting that although Hong Kong’s exports to 
Japan have increased, this improvement was predicated 
on a very narrow base. 


Further steps by both governments are required to open up 
Japanese markets to Hong Kong business, and fewer restric- 
tions on foreign entry into the Japanese markets would 
benefit the Japanese economy in much the same way as it 
has been experienced by Hong Kong, the report says. 


According to the report, the most striking imbalance in 
the relationship is in the trade sector. 


The report says that Hong Kong’s domestic exports to 
Japan had recorded a spectacular growth of 53 percent 
last year to reach 9.5 billion Hong Kong dollars (1.27 
billion U.S. dollars) yet imports from Japan had 
increased by 27 percent to 72 billion HK dollars (9.23 
billion U.S. dollars) in 1987. 


It says that the market share of Japanese financial 
institutions, in terms of total assets, rose from about 30 
percent in 1984 to above 50 percent last year, capturing 
about 10 percent“ [single quotation mark as received] of 
total deposits of Hong Kong’s financial sector. 


Japan’s presence in Hong Kong’s construction industry 
is no less active, with the local market accounting for 
more than 20 percent of all foreign contracts awarded to 
Japanese contractors in 1986, it says. 


According to the report. tourism industry is probably the 
only sector where the benefits are largely in Hong Kong’s 
favor. 


Local Factory Prospers Under Guangdong Control 
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[Text] Beijing, April 21 (XINHUA)—A battery factory 
in Hong Kong has begun to make profits after it was 
merged by a Guangzhou enterprise in 1986, “CHINA 
YOUTH NEWS” reported today. 


The Hong Kong factory had been losing money for years 
due to poor management. Guangzhou Battery Factory 
bought it at a price of 70 million HK [Hong Kong] 
dollars together with three other companies in Guangz- 
hou and Shenzhen. 


The Hong Kong factory is now led by a chief manager 
sent by the Guangzhou factory. 


A team of 30 technicians has also been dispatched to 
Hong Kong to help plan production and take care of 
technological affairs. 
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‘With the establishment of the Hong Kong branch, now 
we are much better informed about the situation of cell 
production in the world,” said an official of the Guangz- 
hou factory. 


This will help enhance our competitiveness in the world 
market,” added the official. 


After more than one year operation, the branch factory 
in Hong Kong has established itself in the local market, 
the paper said. 


Vehicle Production Venture Launched With PRC 
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[Text] Beijing, April 22 (XINHUA)—The Beijing Light 
Automobile Company, Ltd., a new project between the 
China International Trust and Investment Corporation, 
the Beijing No. 2 Motor Vehicle Works and Hong Kong’s 
Shortridge, Ltd., became China’s fourth auto-producing 
joint venture today. 


Tie company lists a total investment of 537.15 million 
yuan (145.2 million U.S. dollars) and registered capital 
of 200 million yuan (54.1 million U.S. dollars). Employ- 
ing more than 6,000, the company expects an annual 
output of 30,000 BJ-136 light-duty trucks by 1990, and 
more than 40,000 new model trucks by 1992. 


Chairman of the Board Wang Jun said, the company will 
rely on imported technology to design new models of 
trucks for both the domestic and overseas markets. 


Zhao Fakui, former director of the Beijing No. 2 Motor 
Vehicle Works, has been hired as the new company’s 
general manager. 


State Councillors Zou Jiahua and Chen Xitong, and 
Rong Yiren, chairman of the China International Trust 
and Investment Corporation attended today’s founding 
ceremony. 


Shanghai Delegation Seeks Business Partners 
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[Text] Hong Kong, April 20 (XINHUA)—The Shanghai 
Economic Zone of the Yangtze River Delta is seeking 
Hong Kong and other overseas business partners in 
economic cooperation. 


At a seminar held here today, a visiting trade mission 
from the zone offered local businessmen about 100 
projects for joint cooperation in developing or manufac- 
turing new products of electronic instruments, telecom- 
munication systems, computers, textiles, and toys. 
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Comprising the Shanghai Municipality and five of its 
neighboring provinces—Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui, 
Jiangxi, and Fujian, the zone contributed a quarter of 
China’s gross national product in 1987. 


To simplify the trading procedure with overseas inves- 
tors, the Shanghai government is now working to estab- 
lish a unified office to examine and approve foreign 
economic activities, according to Wang Dajun, head of 
the 21 member trade mission, who is also deputy secre- 
tary of the zone’s planning office. 


Wuxi in Jiangsu had just established a foreign invest- 
ment management committee to handle similar matters, 
he said. 


Unlike the other flourishing economic zone at the Pearl 
River Delta in Guangdong Province which enjoys the 
proximity with Hong Kong and has more social connec- 
tions overseas, the Shanghai Economic Zone boasts of a 
more comprehensive industrial network and a more 
powerful technological force. 


“In addition to establishing processing projects with 
samples, raw materials or parts supplied by Hong Kong 
companies, we also wish to cooperate with our partners 
in developing hi-tech products,” Wang said. 


“This is made possible by a big number of researchers 
and technicians from many of the nation’s first-class 
universities and research institutes in Shanghai Eco- 
nomic Zone,” he added. 


Members of the trade mission also invited local compa- 
nies to make an investigation in the Shanghai Economic 
Zone where joint ventures are all showing positive 
results. 


Selection Committee To Choose New Flag, Emblem 
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[Text] Beijing, April 21 (XINHUA)}—A total of 7,147 
designs for the flag and emblem of the future Hong Kong 
special administrative region have been collected so far, 
announced a selection committee here today. 


The committee, which opened its third session in the 
China Art Gallery this morning, is to choose 26 designs 
for the “ae and the emblem respectively in its three day 
m a 


In a competition which began May 20, 1987, 3,698 
entries have been sent in from Hong Kong and 3,449 
from the mainland. Designs have also been mailed in 
from compatriots in Taiwan, and Chinese residents and 
foreigners in 12 countries in Asia, Europe, America and 
Oceania. 
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This shows people’s unanimous desire for reunifying the 
country al the concept of “one country, two systems,” 
commented Committee Chairman Qian Weichang, who 
is also a vice-chairman of the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. 


The fact that Hong Kong residents sent in the greatest 
number of designs reflected their confidence in the 
future of Hong Kong, which will be reunified with the 
mainland in 1997, Qian said. 


Ma Lin, another committee chairman who is former 
president the Chinese University of Hong Kong, told 
reporters that the results from the initial selection pro- 
cess will be announced on Saturday. 


He said he was confident that he and his colleagues 
would finally choose a beautiful flag and emblem that 
embody the “one country, two systems” concept. 


Macao 


Tourism Director on Construction of New Airport 
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[By Tad Stoner] 


[Text] Macao will begin construction of a multi-billion 
dollar international airport by the end of the summer, its 
tourism director, Mr Luis Nunes da Ponte, said yesterday. 


Speaking at a gathering on the yacht of millionaire 
publisher Malcolm Forbes in Hong Kong, Mr da Ponte 
said the Macao Government, with financial assistance 
from China would reclaim the bay between Taipa and 
Coloane islands to build the airport, which was sched- 
uled to open in 1992. 


“It will cost billions, but we expect that in its first year of 
operation it will bring 600,000 tourists,” Mr da Ponte said. 


The new Macao airport could have an effect on current 
proposals to build a second Hong Kong airport in the 
western harbour. Two major proposals are currently 
being studied but work on either would not begin until 
the mid-1990s and the airport would not be operational 
until after 2000. 


HONG KONG AND MACAO 


Mr da Ponte said the Government would begin construc- 
tion on several new hotels to complete them in time for 
the opening of the airport. They would supply up to 
6,000 new rooms. 


Two of the hotels would be backed by China, while 
another three would be financed by a Macao entrepre- 
neur, he said. 


He added that two European airlines, Air France and 
Lufthansa, had expressed interest in flying to Macao. 


Coloane Island would be preserved as a green belt, but 
sparsely populated Taipa would undergo massive devel- 
opment, supporting a city of 100,000 people. 


He expected the development would double the one- 
million population in the Macao-Zhuhai region and that 
China would supply increasing amounts of labour to the 
enclave. 


Mr da Ponte said he believed Hong Kong might drop its 
plan to build a replacement for Kai Tak Airport, which is 
expectc. ‘> reach saturation point in the next decade. 


“An airport in Macao is very important to China and in my 
opinion, Hong Kong won't build a second one,” he said. 


An air facility to serve the tiny Portuguese-ruled enclave 
has been under discussion for years. One was proposed 
just over the Chinese border in Zhuhai and another in 
the Shenzhen Economic Zone. 


However, in January, the Deputy Mayor of Zhuhai, Mr 
Chen Wenlai, ruled out a site on his side of the border. 
Shenzhen authorities have not decided whether to go 
ahead with their own plans. 


Macao will be handed back to China in 1999 after more 
than 400 years of Portuguese rule. 


Mr da Ponte, who arrived from Lisbon on December 15, 
said his major tasks were to lengthen the time tourists 
spent in the city and preserve its architectural heritaxe. 


“At the moment, we have only four or five top-class 
hotels and the average stay is 1.4 nights. We want to 
build more three-star and four-star hotels and hopefully 
we can increase the average stay to three nights. It’s 
already 2.5 in Hong Kong,” he said. 


“We want to preserve Macao as a Chinese city with a 
Portuguese presence. It's illegal to tear down any of the 
old buildings now and we want to keep its old Mediter- 
ranen atmosphere and change its image from a place 
only where people go to gamble.” 
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